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Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As impeachment 
loomed over President Donald Trump, 
American public opinion held steady — 
whether for or against the proceedings. 

Many polls since House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi announced the start of 
an impeachment inquiry Sept. 24 show 
that Americans are closely divided over 
whether Trump should be removed from 


office. Heated public hearings on net¬ 
work television that reached millions of 
Americans alongside a White House on 
the defensive have done little to move 
public opinion on the issue. 

And there’s little sign that the inquiry 
has had any impact on Trump himself, 
whose approval rating has not strayed 
from the range it’s been throughout his 
presidency. 


The impeachment articles — which 
were still under debate at press time 
— accuse Trump of abuse of power and 
obstruction of Congress. The House has 
spent weeks investigating whether the 
president violated his oath of office by 
asking the government of Ukraine to in¬ 
vestigate his political opponent. 

SEE IMPEACHMENT ON PAGE 6 
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American views remain steadfast amid impeachment efforts 


The Capitol 
is seen in 


early 

Wednesday, 
ahead of 
President 
Donald Trump’s 
expected 
impeachment 
by the House. 


Defense bill outlines final tenant bill of rights guidelines for military housing 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

Military commanders now have the final 
say in solving disputes between residents 
and the private companies that manage 
military housing under a new tenant bill 
of rights outlined in the National Defense 
Authorization Act. 

In the largest reform of military housing 


since 1996, when housing management was 
given to private companies, the defense 
policy bill lays out the specifics of tenants’ 
rights and a system for resolving disputes 
with landlords and creates a new position 
of a chief housing officer to hold companies 
accountable to the standards described in 
their contracts and the new law. 

The Senate passed the NDAA on Tues¬ 
day. President Donald Trump is expected 


to sign the bill Friday. 

“We support the entire tenant bill of 
rights and feel like it is made stronger by 
being written into law,” said Eryn Wagnon, 
director of government relations for the 
Military Officers Association of America, 
one of many organizations to provide feed¬ 
back on what should be included in the bill 
of rights. 

Shannon Razsadin, executive director of 


Military Family Advocacy Network, also 
said the inclusion of housing reform within 
the NDAA was good for families. 

“The bottom line is these families had 
no voice when it came to issues in their 
homes,” she said in a statement. “We look 
forward to a path toward accountability 
and making healthy and safe homes for 
military families a priority.” 

SEE HOUSING ON PAGE 4 
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October job postings show sign of soiid economy 


By Christopher Rugaber 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—The number 
of available jobs jumped in Octo¬ 
ber after hitting an 18-month low 
the previous month, a sign the job 
market remains strong. 

The Labor Department said 
Tuesday that the number of 
available positions rose 3.3% to 
nearly 7.3 million. That suggests 
that businesses remain confident 
enough in the economic outlook 
to create more jobs. 


The figures provide the latest 
evidence that employers have 
largely shrugged off the uncer¬ 
tainties surrounding the U.S.- 
China trade war and slowing 
global growth. While the number 
of open jobs has declined from a 
record high of 7.6 million a year 
ago, they are still at a historically 
high level. 

The figures follow a healthy 
jobs report earlier this month 
that showed a surprisingly robust 
gain of 266,000 jobs while the un¬ 
employment rate fell to a 50-year 


low of 3.5%. 

The number of Americans who 
quit their jobs also rose, though 
that figure remains below the 
peak reached in July. Quits are 
a good sign for the economy be¬ 
cause most workers quit jobs for 
new, usually higher-paying, posi¬ 
tions. Data compiled by the At¬ 
lanta Federal Reserve Bank show 
that workers who switch jobs are 
seeing larger wage gains than 
those who stay. More quits can 
also push companies to pay more 
to retain their staffs. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 19).$1.1414 

Dollar buys (Dec. 19).€0.8761 

British pound (Dec. 19).$1.34 

Japanese yen (Dec. 19).107.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 19).1,135.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3072 

Canada (Dollar).1.3128 

China (Yuan) 7 0023 

Denmark (Krone).6.7215 

Egypt (Pound). 16.0668 

Euro.$1.1116/0.8996 

Hong Kong (Doilar).7.7892 

Hungary (Forint). 297.71 

Israel (Shekel). 3.4992 

Japan (Yen).109.58 

Kuwait (Dinar). 0.3035 

Norway (Krone).9.0247 

Philippines (Peso).50.67 

Poland (Zloty).3.84 

Saudi Arabia (Riyai).3.7509 

Singapore (Dollar). 1.3552 

South Korea (Won).1,166.03 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9812 

Thailand (Baht).30.22 

Turkey (Lira).5.9153 

(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
noniocai currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocai military banking 
facility. Commerciai rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. Aii figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federai funds market rate.1.55 

3-month bill.1.53 

30-year bond.2.31 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


THURSDAY IN THE MIDDIE EAST 


THURSDAY IN EUROPE 


FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC 




TODAY 

IN STRIPES 


American Roundup 

.11 

Classified...., 

.13 

Comics.................. 

.15 

Crossword............ 

.15 

Faces................... 

.14 

Opinion................. 

.16 

Sports.................. 

.17-24 


Starsio^stri pes 


However you read us, 
wherever you need us. 


Mobile • Online • Print 


EUROPE 

[ ADVERTISING ^ 

KRISTI KIMMEL | 

CustomerService@stripes.com 

1 -f49 (0)0631.3615.9111 

1 DSN: 314.583.9111 

MIDDLE EAST 

[ ADVERTISING ^ 

KRISTI KIMMEL | 

CustomerService@stripes.com 

1 -f49 (0)0631.3615.9111 

1 DSN: 314.583.9111 

' PACIFIC 

1 ADVERTISING 4 

“nag, I Pac.cAd.e.s:n,.s«p..co.| CML .3, SSZ2S,, 773,3 


it PCSing? STARS:^.STRIPES 

RELOCATION GUID^ 

Every Friday in the European and Pacific editions 
of Stars and Stripes AND online daily at 
www.stripes.com/relo 





















































Thursday, December 19,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 3 


MILITARY 


Turkey's breach 
of Greek airspace 
sparks dogfights 



Asia Davis photos 


Asia Davis poses Friday in San Antonio, Texas, with her husband’s American flag and Purple Heart medal, 
which were recovered along with a donated Ford F-150, that had been stolen from the family. Her 
husband. Staff Sgt. Ryan Davis, is a triple amputee recovering from wounds he received in A^anistan. 

Truck, Purple Heart stolen from 
injured Army Ranger recovered 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

It had already been a rough few 
months when someone stole the 
Ford F-150 Asia Davis had load¬ 
ed with family belongings, the 
American flag her Army Ranger 
husband had carried in an Au¬ 
gust raid in Afghanistan and the 
Purple Heart they’d pinned to his 
chest on the battlefield. 

But two days after the pickup 
was stolen — it disappeared after 
midnight on Friday the 13th 
— the police called to say they’d 
recovered the truck. 

Davis has been in San Antonio 
since August, when she got word 
that her husband. Staff Sgt. Ryan 
Davis, had been injured by an im¬ 
provised explosive device blast 
that set off the grenade he was 
carrying on his hip. 

Initially given a 30% chance of 
survival, Ryan Davis has since 
battled through blood clots, infec¬ 
tions and amputations, with his 
wife always nearby. 

“He lost his right arm, he lost 
his right leg, he lost his right hip, 
he lost his right pelvis, he lost 
his left leg below the knee,” Asia 
Davis said. 

One of about 140 troops wound¬ 
ed in action in Afghanistan this 
year, he’s part of a population 
the Pentagon rarely discusses 
after 18 years of war. But the ef¬ 
fort to save his life was highly 
publicized earlier this year when 
the Air Force disclosed details 
of the 8,000-mile medical flight 
that brought him from Bagram 
Airfield to Brooke Army Medical 
Center in Texas. 

In recent weeks, he’s under¬ 
gone rehabilitation at a poly¬ 
trauma center in San Antonio, 
learning to use prosthetics and 
crutches. Four months, 28 sur¬ 
geries and 282 units of blood after 
his injury, with his release date 
approaching, his wife brought 



Army Ranger and triple-amputee 
Staff Sgt. Ryan Davis is shown 
during rehabilitation in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

their belongings from Savannah, 
Ga., where he’d been serving with 
the 1st Battalion, 75th Ranger 
Regiment, to Texas, to move the 
family into long-term housing on 
Fort Sam Houston. 

But in the middle of Friday 
night, someone made off with it 
all. 

“It was a gut punch,” Asia 
Davis said in a phone interview 
Tuesday. “I worked so hard to 
try to get everything situated for 
this move, I got the truck for my 
husband, I did so much, and then 
some a**hole wants to come in 
and steal it.” 

In a local television news in¬ 
terview last week, she told the 
thieves they could keep the truck 
but implored them to return ir¬ 
replaceable personal belongings 


like family photos. 

Good news came on Sunday 
afternoon when a police sergeant 
called to say they’d found the 
stolen pickup. About 30 minutes 
later, Asia Davis was in the park¬ 
ing lot of a sporting goods store 
on the south side of town, looking 
at the F-150, she said. 

The truck, which had been paid 
for by the VA and donors, and 
was to be modified so Ryan Davis 
could drive it, was fine. But jew¬ 
elry, Christmas gifts, dozens of 
pairs of her shoes, her husband’s 
uniforms and boots, her son’s 
medication, the dog’s medication, 
her and her husband’s medical 
records — all together about half 
of what she’d loaded into the ve¬ 
hicle — had been taken. 

All but one of the couple’s in¬ 
scribed Bibles were gone, as 
was a “Davis Strong” sweatshirt 
— signed by President Donald 
Trump — that a friend had made 
for a fundraiser. A presiden¬ 
tial pen and coin had also been 
taken. 

But several challenge coins 
presented to Ryan Davis were 
still there, as were his prosthet¬ 
ics, wheelchair, the family photos 
and, to Asia Davis’ relief, her hus¬ 
band’s Purple Heart and Ameri¬ 
can flag. 

“They pretty much took every¬ 
thing that they could try to sell,” 
she said. “You can’t sell a Purple 
Heart.” 

Asia Davis has been shopping 
to replace some of the material 
things that she lost to the thieves 
and would be travelling out of 
state to bring her son to Texas 
in time for her husband’s release 
from the hospital - expected to be 
just before Christmas. 

Finally, after so many months 
and trials, she said, “He’ll be 
coming home.” 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

Greek air force pilots scram¬ 
bled to intercept Turkish fighter 
planes that illegally entered 
Greece’s airspace 40 times in a 
single day this week as tensions 
soar between the NATO allies 
over a territorial dispute in the 
eastern Mediterranean. 

Fighter jets from the two coun¬ 
tries on Tuesday engaged in 16 
mock dogfights following multi¬ 
ple Turkish incursions into Greek 
airspace, defense officials in Ath¬ 
ens told Greece’s Kathimerini 
newspaper. 

Dogfights between the two 
NATO members are relatively 
commonplace and risky. Turkish 
jets and helicopters illegally en¬ 
tered Greek airspace 141 times on 
a single day in May 2017, the Hel¬ 
lenic National Defence General 
Staff said. Several Greek pilots 
have been killed in aviation acci¬ 
dents while intercepting Turkish 
jets in Greek airspace. 

The fighter intercepts stem 
from a long-running row between 
the two countries over territorial 
claims in the Aeagean Sea. Greek 
Defense Minister Nikos Panagiot- 
opoulos recently said the disputed 
area is under Greek military con¬ 
trol, Kathimerini reported. 

Among the issues disputed by 
the two NATO members are de¬ 
limitation of territorial waters, 
airspace, exclusion zones and 
Turkish claims of sovereignty 
over a number of small islands off 
its southwestern coast. 

Turkey could send military 
forces into the eastern Mediter¬ 
ranean and place armed drones 
in northern Cyprus over the ter- 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo and Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper were meet¬ 
ing with their Indian counterparts 
Wednesday for strategic and secu¬ 
rity talks as both countries deal 
with domestic political crises. 

The Trump administration is 
trying to push its strategy to coun¬ 
ter the rising influence of China. 
But the meeting comes amid 
widespread protests and violent 
clashes in India over a new citi¬ 
zenship law and under the shadow 
of the expected impeachment vote 
against President Donald Trump 
in the House. 

The State Department said the 
talks with India’s foreign minis¬ 
ter, Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, 


ritorial disputes, Turkish Vice 
President Fuat Oktay said in par¬ 
liament Tuesday. 

“If necessary, Turkey sends 
troops, drills in the east Mediter¬ 
ranean and launches cross-bor¬ 
der operations. It does whatever 
is required,” Oktay was quoted 
by Turkey’s Ahval newspaper as 
saying. 

The U.S. has enhanced mili¬ 
tary ties with Athens as tensions 
have risen, not only between Tur¬ 
key and Greece but also between 
Washington and Ankara. 

In October, Greece and the U.S. 
updated their defense cooperation 
pact, pledging to increase Ameri¬ 
can troop rotations and joint ex¬ 
ercises at several military sites in 
Greece, and to make infrastruc¬ 
ture upgrades at the Navy’s long¬ 
time base at Souda Bay. 

The moves come as Ankara 
threatens to cut off U.S. access to 
Incirlik Air Base if Washington 
moves ahead with sanctions over 
Turkey’s military offensive in 
northern Syria and its acquisition 
of a Russian missile system. A 
U.S. Senate committee last week 
backed legislation to impose sanc¬ 
tions on Turkey. 

Meanwhile, Greece plans to 
buy drones from the U.S. and Is¬ 
rael that could be used to monitor 
Turkish maneuvers in the Medi¬ 
terranean. Greece needs more 
surveillance capabilities in light 
of a maritime border deal recent¬ 
ly struck between Turkey and 
Libya, Panagiotopoulos said in a 
speech to the Greek parliament 
this week. The European Union 
has said the border deal violates 
international law. 


vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


and the defense minister, Rqjnath 
Singh, would reflect “the rapid 
growth of the vital strategic part¬ 
nership between the United States 
and India.” 

China’s growing global foot¬ 
print is of particular concern for 
the U.S. and India and for chal¬ 
lenges on the Indian subcontinent, 
notably the rivalry between India 
and Pakistan. 

Meantime, India’s new law that 
grants citizenship on the basis of 
religion has drawn deep opposition. 
It provides a path to citizenship 
for Hindus, Buddhists, Christians 
and other religious minorities 
who are in India illegally but can 
demonstrate religious persecution 
in Muslim-mqjority Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. It does 
not apply to Muslims. 


US, India hold talks as both 
deal with domestic issues 
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Housing; Settling disputes will be the 
base or regional commander’s responsibility 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

One year ago, Reuters began report¬ 
ing on the poor conditions of some mili¬ 
tary housing, including mold and pest 
infestations, lead paint and inadequate 
maintenance systems. Since then. Con¬ 
gress has stepped in and held a series of 
hearings to determine the best steps in 
solving these problems, which helped 
lead to a tenant bill of rights and other 
new oversight improvements. 

Under the new guidelines for dispute 
resolution, a resident can submit a re¬ 
quest online and must receive confir¬ 
mation within 24 hours. While earlier 
drafts of the bill of rights called for a 
neutral third party to conduct arbi¬ 
tration, settling disputes is now the 
responsibility of the base or regional 
commander, who must complete an 
investigation within seven days that 
includes a physical inspection of the 
home. 

The commander then must speak 
to the chief of the installation housing 
management office, a representative 
for the landlord of the housing unit, the 
tenant, a qualified judge advocate or 
civilian attorney who is a federal em¬ 
ployee, and a civil engineer when the 
dispute involves maintenance. A final 
decision is due within 30 days of receipt 
of the request or 60 days in approved 
cases. 

Private housing companies have a 


choice in whether they sign on to these 
new dispute resolution laws, though 
Congress will take that decision into 
account when renewing contracts, ac¬ 
cording to the NDAA. Most housing 
companies have 50-year contracts to 
manage base housing. 

While the bill of rights doesn’t block 
residents’ ability to sue a private hous¬ 
ing company, a judge could question 
why this arbitration route wasn’t cho¬ 
sen, said Mark Cancian, a senior ad¬ 
viser with the Washington think tank 
Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. 

“I think when you have an adjudica¬ 
tion process, and I’m not a lawyer, but 
courts are going to ask why you didn’t 
give them an opportunity to fix it or 
why you didn’t go through the local ad¬ 
ministrative process first,” he said. 

Outside the dispute resolution, the 
bill of rights grants residents other new 
options, including access to a seven- 
year maintenance history of a home 
prior to renting it. However, it’s unclear 
how helpful this could be as a recent 
Government Accountability Office re¬ 
port deemed the records of all 14 pri¬ 
vate housing management companies 
as unreliable. 

Other new rights include a new chief 
housing officer position, providing suf¬ 
ficient time for an inspection before 
moving in and access to legal assistance 
and housing advocates. The new chief 


housing officer will be an additional 
duty given to a presidential appointee 
within the Defense Department. The 
defense secretary has 60 days to name 
this person, who will create a standard¬ 
ization of policies and processes re¬ 
garding housing units and oversee the 
implementation of the bill of rights. 

Mixed in with these new reforms are 
rights that residents already have, but 
which haven’t been enforced, such as 
housing that is safe, free of health haz¬ 
ards and contains working appliances. 
Contracts between the military and the 
private housing companies stipulate 
that the companies must provide hous¬ 
ing that meets federal standards and 
the standards of the state in which the 
housing is located. 

“My question continues to be, ‘This 
is great. I’m glad you put it in writing, 
but where is the enforcement mecha¬ 
nism?”’ asked Crystal Cornwall, a 
Marine Corps spouse and executive 
director of the nonprofit Safe Military 
Housing Initiative. 

She said she fears that just one new 
housing chief working in the Pentagon 
cannot manage all the problems occur¬ 
ring within the 205,000 units of mili¬ 
tary family housing and the military 
will soon find themselves facing these 
same problems. 

thayef.rose@strIpes.com 

Twitter; @Rose_Lori 


Classroom building turned over to Navy 

PENSACOLA, Fla. — Authorities have gathered 
all the evidence from the Naval Air Station Pensacola 
following a deadly shooting earlier this month and 
turned the building back over to the Navy. 

The FBI said Tuesday that it had completed its 
search for physical evidence in the classroom build¬ 
ing on the west side of the base where authorities say 
Saudi air force 2nd Lt. Mohammed Alshamrani killed 
three U.S. sailors and injured eight other people. 

The Pensacola News Journal reports that investiga¬ 
tors held a moment of silence Tuesday on the steps of 
the building before formally turning it back over to 
the Navy. 

The FBI said the building will remain closed “in¬ 
definitely” for repair. 

The last victim wounded in the Dec. 6 attack at the 
Pensacola Naval Air Station was released from the 
hospital Saturday. 

Security at the base has been tight and is only open 
to those with a current Department of Defense ID 
card. 

Benefits change for widows proposed 

BANGOR, Maine—A pair of U.S. senators wants to 
repeal a law they believe unfairly penalizes the wid¬ 
ows of members of the military. 

Republican Sen. Susan Collins of Maine and Demo¬ 
cratic Sen. Doug Jones of Alabama have introduced a 
proposal called the Military Widow’s Tax Elimination 
Act. The senators said the proposal would take away a 
law that stops tens of thousands of surviving military 
spouses from receiving full survivor benefits from the 
U.S. Department of Defense and Department of Vet¬ 
erans Affairs. 

Collins said more than 260 of the spouses are locat¬ 
ed in her state. The proposal to repeal the penalty has 
been included in the final version of the annual fed¬ 
eral defense bill, the senators said. The bill is called 
the National Defense Authorization Act. 

From The Associated Press 
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Army marks battle with Nazi war criminal's photo 


By Katie Shepherd 

The Washington Post 

On the 75th anniversary of 
Adolf Hitler’s final mgjor push in 
World War II, a U.S. Army unit 
shared a tribute to the “greatest 
battle in American history” — a 
detailed portrait of a worried mili¬ 
tary commander fretting over the 
plan that would ultimately secure 
an Allied 
victory over 
the Nazis. 

“The fate 
of his be¬ 
loved nation 
rested on his 
ability to lead 
his men,” 
the XVIII 
Airborne 
Corps wrote 
in a Monday 
Facebook 
post featuring the striking photo. 

But the description wasn’t de¬ 
tailing the heroics of an Ameri¬ 
can general poised to destroy 
fascist German forces. Instead, 
it seemingly celebrated the stra¬ 
tegic mindset of Nazi war crimi¬ 
nal Joachim Peiper, an infamous 
German commander who ordered 
the massacre of 84 U.S. prisoners 
of war during the Battle of the 
Bulge. 

The Army unit posted a glam¬ 


orous, colorized photo of Peiper 
alongside an intimate narrative 
depicting the Nazi writing in his 
diary. The photo was also shared 
on the Facebook pages for the De¬ 
fense Department and the Army’s 
10th Mountain Division. 

The backlash was swift. Crit¬ 
ics in the Facebook comments 
accused the post of “glorifying 
a Nazi war criminal,” called it a 
“ ‘fanboy’ flavored piece,” and 
described the photo as “vile and 
disturbing.” 

The command has since apolo¬ 
gized for using the photo. 

“The intent was to tell the full 
story of the Battle of the Bulge, 
which will continue here, by 
explaining the incredible odds 
that were stacked up against the 
American Soldier by the time 
the reserve was called in on 18 
Dec.,” the XVIII Airborne Corps 
tweeted on Tuesday, the day after 
the post sparked outrage on social 
media. 

Shortly after a public affairs of¬ 
ficer for the Army criticized the 
posts on Twitter, the photos disap¬ 
peared. The Defense Department 
and 10th Mountain Division delet¬ 
ed their posts, and the XVIII Air¬ 
borne Corps removed the photo of 
Peiper from its lengthy narrative. 

“I am dumbfounded by the de¬ 
cision to prominently display a 


Nazi on military social media on 
the 75th anniversary of the Battle 
of the Bulge,” Lt. Col. Brian Fickel 
wrote on Twitter. 

The XVIII Airborne Corps, 
based in Fort Bragg, N.C., re¬ 
sponded to some critics in Face- 
book comments, some of which 
are still visible on its edited post 
about Peiper. 

“Sometimes in movies, the 
movie will create a sense of ten¬ 
sion by introducing a bad guy,” the 
Army unit wrote in response to 
someone who suggested the photo 
appeared to lionize the Waffen- 
SS, the military arm of Hitler’s 
Nazi party. “It is a technique of 
effective storytelling.” 

Another person said he did not 
“understand the fascination with” 
Peiper, who ultimately did not 
win the battle and was later tried 
for horrific war crimes. Peiper 
led thousands of German troops 
who descended on unsuspecting 
American soldiers in the dead of 
winter. On Dec. 17, 1944, he or¬ 
dered his soldiers to slaughter 84 
American prisoners of war who 
had surrendered after the sur¬ 
prise attack in what is now known 
as the Malmedy massacre. 

“He had a good first day,” the 
XVIII Airborne Corps replied. 
“Not really his fault that the ini¬ 
tial push failed in the North and 


center (as we’ll see tomorrow).” 

In a now-deleted tweet, the unit 
called Peiper a “terrible person” 
but an “effective combat leader” 
who “rocketed through the ranks 
during the war, racking up med¬ 
als, & promotions.” 

Officials for the Army and Pen¬ 
tagon have yet to explain why the 
photo was chosen, or how it was 
vetted for publication. The origins 
of the image raise more questions 
about the thinking behind the 
controversial Facebook post. 

In the lower right-hand cor¬ 
ner of the photo, a historic image 
rendered modern through digital 
editing, a watermark reads, “Col¬ 
ored by Tobias Kurtz.” The same 
watermark is visible on an identi¬ 
cal image uploaded to the Deviant 
Art gallery of a user who goes by 
“kapo-neu” and identifies him¬ 
self on his “about” page as Tobias 
Kurtz. The connection was noted 
by journalist Corey Pein, who 
tweeted a link to the image posted 
by Kurtz on Sept. 21, 2014. Kurtz 
did not immediately return a re¬ 
quest for comment. 

Kurtz’s Deviant Art and Flickr 
accounts say he is a Slovakia- 
based gamer who likes photogra¬ 
phy and graphic design. He has 
also shared an image of Hitler 
laughing as a group of German 
soldiers prepare to execute a 


kneeling man and “favorited” an 
illustration of Hitler punching 
an American soldier while Nazis 
cheer. 

It remains unclear how Penta¬ 
gon and Army officials cleared 
an image apparently created by 
an artist who celebrates Nazi pro¬ 
paganda online to be published 
alongside a tribute to the Ameri¬ 
can soldiers who fought and died 
to defeat a fascist regime 75 years 
ago. But the misstep is just the lat¬ 
est in a month of embarrassing 
incidents for the U.S. Army. 

On Dec. 5, ESPN revealed that 
the Army football team had been 
flying a flag printed with the ini¬ 
tials “GFBD” for decades, appar¬ 
ently without realizing that the 
slogan, “God forgives, brothers 
don’t,” was popularized by the 
Aryan Brotherhood of Texas, a 
white supremacist prison gang. 

On Saturday, during the Army- 
Navy football game in Philadel¬ 
phia, two U.S. Military Academy 
cadets and a Naval Academy mid¬ 
shipman allegedly flashed the 
“OK” hand signal that has been 
used, in some instances, as a hate 
sign affiliated with white suprem¬ 
acy and the far-right. The Army 
and Navy both told The Post on 
Monday that investigators were 
looking into the incident. 



Peiper 



Christmas Brunch with Santa ^' 

December 22 • 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. • CPO Club, Dining Room 

Tis the season to be jolly! Celebrate Christmas with your family and friends 
at our special brunch. Featuring all your favorites like Marmalade glazed turkey 
with stuffing, herbed smoked roast beef, stuffed pork loin, orange glazed ham, 
green bean casserole, cream of mushroom soup, an assortment of breakfast i 
terns, an omelet bar, salad bar, dessert bar and much more. Plus, special prize 
giveaways and Santa with be there for photos with you and your family. 

For more information, please call 243-5506 | 046-816-5506. 


Holiday Buffet with Santa 

December 25 • 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. • Officers’ Club, Kosano Dining Room 
Join us for a traditional Christmas Buffet featuring ham, and turkey with all 
the trimmings. Don’t forget your camera to take a picture with Santa! 

For more information, please call 243-5030 | 046-816-5030. 

Christmas Day Brunch 

December 25 • 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Club Takemiya 

Enjoy an exceptional buffet, fitting for this festive season, and guaranteed 
to satisfy your hunger! AMAM 

For more information, please call 246-8077 | 046-806-8077. 

Yo kos^uIEa'^JP 
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US seeks to bar 
asylum for more 
criminal offenses 



Carlos BoNoioANNi/Stars and Stripes 


Protesters calling for the impeachment of President Donald Trump gather outside the U.S. Capitol on 
Wednesday. Liberal groups organized more than 600 events from Alaska to Florida on Tuesday. 

Impeachment: In letter, president accuses 
Democrats of Trump Derangement Syndrome’ 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Approval of Trump’s overall 
performance has largely held 
steady. A new AP-NORC Cen¬ 
ter for Public Affairs Research 
poll has Trump’s approval rat¬ 
ing standing at 40%, about where 
it’s been over the last several 
months and through most of his 
presidency. 

Views of the president and, 
by extension, views of his im¬ 
peachment reflect deep political 
polarization. 

Wide shares of Democrats both 
disapprove of the president and 
support impeachment, while wide 
shares of Republicans approve of 
Trump and want him to remain 
in office. 

New polls from The Washing¬ 
ton Post/ABC News and CNN find 
support for impeachment and re¬ 
moval remains at about half of 
Americans. 

The Post/ABC poll showed that 
49% of Americans say Trump 
should be impeached and re¬ 
moved from office, while 46% 
say he should not. Those are es¬ 
sentially identical to findings at 
the end of October, when 49% fa¬ 
vored impeachment and removal 
and 47% opposed. Among Demo¬ 
crats, 85% say Trump should be 
impeached and removed, while 
86% of Republicans say he should 
not. Independents split 47% in 
favor and 46% opposed. Republi¬ 
can support for impeachment has 
slipped from 18% in October to 
12% today. 

Support for removing the pres¬ 
ident saw a one-time increase 
in the wake of Pelosi’s Septem¬ 
ber announcement of an official 
inquiry. Earlier this year, polls 
showed a majority opposed to 
impeachment. 

Both polls find less than half of 
Americans approving of how ei¬ 
ther congressional Democrats or 


Republicans — or Trump — have 
handled the inquiry. 

Still, the Post/ABC poll finds 
that a slim majority of Ameri¬ 
cans, 55%, think the hearings in 
House committees have been fair 
to the president. 

The division was on full view 
Tuesday when passionate, but 
modest crowds attended pro¬ 
impeachment rallies across the 
nation. 

Liberal groups organized more 
than 600 events from Alaska 
to Florida, following a familiar 
model of mass protest that has 
come to define the left during the 
Trump administration. Some of 
the demonstrators were veterans 
of other marches, while others 
were like Glenn Conway of Holly 
Springs, N.C., who was attend¬ 
ing his first political rally in 30 
years, 

“I really believe that the Con¬ 
stitution is under assault. That is 
not an exaggeration. I think we 
have a president at this point who 
believes he’s above the law,” Con¬ 
way, 62, said. 

For all the passion among activ¬ 
ists, the gatherings were notably 
smaller than many of the other 
recent mass protests that began 
with the millions-strong Women’s 
Marches the day after Trump’s 
inaugural and have ranged over 
subjects from climate change to 
gun control. 

In San Francisco, Marti 
McKee, a commercial artist, 
has been distributing signs and 
placards to marchers ever since 
Trump won the 2016 election. She 
has been struck by how impeach¬ 
ment draws so many fewer people 
to the streets than other causes. 

“It’s upsetting, considering that 
we’re talking about corruption 
that affects our democracy," she 
said. “I don’t understand why ev¬ 
eryone isn’t out in the streets.” 

In Denver, Thaddeus Bruno, 


41, lamented that only a few 
hundred people had turned out. 
A friend attributed it to people 
being “Trump-sick,” or worn out 
by the controversies surrounding 
the president. 

“Everyone gets Trump-sick,” 
Bruno said. “You take your Turns 
and go to the next rally.” 

Some activists acknowledge 
that impeachment doesn’t fire 
up people like life-and-death is¬ 
sues such as health care, guns 
or climate change. Recent public 
opinion polls show the country 
relatively divided over whether 
to remove Trump from office for 
pressuring Ukraine to investigate 
his political rivals, and the issue 
rarely comes up on the Democrat¬ 
ic presidential campaign trail. 

Meanwhile, the president fired 
off a furious letter Tuesday to Pe- 
losi denouncing the “vicious cru¬ 
sade” against him. 

Trump acknowledged he was 
powerless to stop a House vote. 
He appeared to intend his lengthy, 
accusatory message less for Pelo- 
si than for the broad audience of 
citizens — including 2020 voters 
— watching history unfolding on 
Capitol Hill. 

He accused the Democrats of 
acting out of “Trump Derange¬ 
ment Syndrome,” still smarting 
from their 2016 election losses. 
“You are the ones bringing pain 
and suffering to our Republic for 
your own selfish, personal politi¬ 
cal and partisan gain.” 

Portraying himself as a blame¬ 
less victim, as he often does. 
Trump compared the impeach¬ 
ment inquiry to the “Salem Witch 
Trials." Asked later if he bore any 
responsibility for the proceed¬ 
ings, he said, “No, I don’t think 
any. Zero, to put it mildly.” 

The Washington Post contributed to 
this report. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Immigrants 
convicted of illegally reentering 
the U.S., driving drunk or com¬ 
mitting domestic violence will 
be barred from claiming asy¬ 
lum under a proposed regulation 
announced Wednesday by the 
Trump administration. 

The proposal, which must go 
through a public comment period 
before it is finalized, lists seven 
criminal areas, including some 
low-level crimes, that would bar 
migrants from claiming asylum 
in addition to federal restrictions 
already in place. It also would 
remove a requirement for immi¬ 
gration judges to reconsider some 
asylum denials. 

It’s another push to restrict asy¬ 
lum by President Donald Trump’s 
administration, which claims mi¬ 
grants are gaming the system so 
they can spend years in the U.S. 
despite their ineligibility, in part 
because of a lower bar for initial 
screenings. Most of the people 
who claim asylum are fleeing vio¬ 
lence, poverty and corruption in 
their home countries. 

Immigrant advocates and hu¬ 
manitarian groups have criticized 
Trump’s hard-line policies as in¬ 
humane and have said the U.S. is 
abdicating its role as a safe haven 
for refugees. But an immigration 
court backlog has reached more 
than 1 million cases, and border 
agencies were overwhelmed this 
year by hundreds of thousands of 
families that require more care¬ 
giving and are not easily returned 
over the US.-Mexico border. 

In an effort to stop the flow 


The Washington Post 

Federal agencies will be closed 
Dec. 24 and employees will have 
the day off with pay, under an 
order President Donald Trump is¬ 
sued Tuesday that amounts to the 
latest in a series of holiday pres¬ 
ents to the federal workforce. 

Presidents commonly give fed¬ 
eral employees additional time 
off around the Christmas Day 
holiday, though a full day off 
most typically is granted to cre¬ 
ate a long weekend when that day 
lands on a Tuesday or a Thursday. 
Trump did that last year when 
Christmas Day was on a Tuesday; 
when it falls on other days, the 
most common practice has been 
to give a half-day off, or none. 

The order applies to some 2.1 
million executive branch employ¬ 
ees, although the agencies “may 
determine that certain offices 


of migrants, the Department of 
Homeland Security, which man¬ 
ages immigration, has sent more 
than 50,000 migrants back over 
the border to wait out asylum 
claims. The migrants often are 
victimized in violent parts of 
Mexico and sickened by unsani¬ 
tary conditions in what have be¬ 
come large refugee camps. 

The Justice Department also 
has taken aim at so-called sanc¬ 
tuary cities, like New York and 
Chicago, which do not assist 
Homeland Security agents with 
immigration-related requests. 
Attorney General William Barr 
and acting Homeland Security 
Secretary Chad Wolf complained 
about such policies. 

“I think what we are doing 
is playing politics with public 
safety,” Wolf said recently in a 
Fox News Channel interview on 
New York laws. “That is really 
concerning from protecting the 
homeland perspective, making 
sure that DHS law enforcement 
officers have the data and the 
tools that they need to protect 
their communities.” 

The proposed new rules would 
make asylum seekers ineligible if 
they were convicted of a felony or 
if they were arrested repeatedly 
on domestic violence charges. 
Other crimes include: low-level 
convictions for false identifica¬ 
tion or unlawful receipt of pub¬ 
lic benefits. Plus: smuggling or 
harboring immigrants, illegal 
reentry, a federal crime involv¬ 
ing street gang activity or driving 
while under the influence of an 
intoxicant. 


and installations of their orga¬ 
nizations, or parts thereof, must 
remain open and that certain em¬ 
ployees must report for duty on 
December 24, 2019, for reasons 
of national security, defense, or 
other public need.” 

That mirrors the policy of simi¬ 
lar previous orders, as does lan¬ 
guage in the order referring to 
the impact on pay and leave. 

That traditionally has meant, 
for example, that employees who 
had been scheduled to take vaca¬ 
tion time on that day will not be 
charged a day of leave, and that 
employees not regularly sched¬ 
uled to work that day will be en¬ 
titled to an “in lieu of” day off 

Also traditionally, employees 
who are ordered to remain at 
work are entitled to holiday pay, 
which is an add-on equal to their 
regular salary rate. 


Federal agencies will be 
closed on Christmas Eve 
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Senate passes NDAA ji-ymp administration advances 

With Syria sanctions, ■ j.- j ^ ■ j. ■ 

curbs on drawdown prescription drug import plan 


By Matthew Lee 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Congress 
on Tuesday ratcheted up pres¬ 
sure on Syria, Russia and China 
while making it more difficult for 
the Trump administration to re¬ 
duce commitments to allies from 
Europe to Asia. 

As part of a defense policy 
bill that passed the Senate, law¬ 
makers will impose sanctions on 
Syrian troops and others respon¬ 
sible for atrocities committed 
during Syria’s civil war and fund 
war crimes investigations and 
prosecutions. 

The bill also registered strong 
congressional concern about Rus¬ 
sia and China, will bind the U.S. 
to supporting Ukraine militarily 
and bar the Trump administra¬ 
tion from any move to recognize 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea. 
In addition, it will restrict Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s ability to 
extract the U.S. from NATO or 
draw down its troop presence in 
South Korea. 

And, it establishes funding for 
long-term emergency medical 
care for more than 40 American 
diplomats, other government 
workers and their dependents 
who were injured in mysteri¬ 
ous circumstances in Cuba and 
China. 

Contained in the National De¬ 
fense Authorization Act is the en¬ 
tire text of the so-called CAESAR 
Syria Civilian Protection Act, 
which is named for the former 
Assad government official who 
took thousands of photographs 
of victims of torture and other 
abuses and smuggled them out of 
the country. The Caesar bill “ap¬ 


plies sanctions to those who lend 
support to the Assad regime’s 
military efforts in the Syrian civil 
war, and grants authorities to the 
secretary of state to support enti¬ 
ties collecting evidence and pur¬ 
suing prosecutions against those 
who have committed war crimes 
in Syria,” the House Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee said. 

The law gives the U.S. another 
means to punish Syrian President 
Bashar Assad and his allies with 
sanctions. The new authority al¬ 
lows foreign companies to be 
targeted if they are found to be 
supporting repression. 

The U.S. has offered modest 
support for probes into potential 
war crimes in Syria in the past. 
Much of the concern was sparked 
by Caesar, the codename for a 
Syrian forensic photographer 
who turned over the images taken 
between 2011 and 2013 to human 
rights advocates. His revelations 
graphically exposed the scale of 
the Syrian government’s brutal 
crackdown. 

To counter Russian aggression 
in Europe, lawmakers boosted 
funding for the European Defense 
Initiative by $734 million that will 
pay for military construction on 
the continent and provide fund¬ 
ing for anti-submarine warfare. 
They also renewed and extended 
$300 million in security assis¬ 
tance, including lethal weaponry 
like cruise and anti-ship missiles, 
for Ukraine. 

The bill also will prohibit the 
Pentagon from reducing the num¬ 
ber of U.S. troops in South Korea 
below 28,500 without a determi¬ 
nation from the defense secre¬ 
tary that such a withdrawal is in 
the national security interest. 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration, eager to show 
progress on prescription drug 
costs, on Wednesday moved for¬ 
ward on its plan to allow Ameri¬ 
cans to safely and legally get 
access to lower-priced medicines 
from abroad. 

Health officials unveiled a pro¬ 
posed regulation that would allow 
states to import many brand name 
drugs from Canada, with federal 
oversight. A second draft plan 
would let pharmaceutical compa¬ 
nies seek approval to import their 
own drugs, from any country. 

It’s unclear that either idea will 
have an impact on patients’ costs 
ahead of the 2020 election, but 
the administration has advanced 
beyond its predecessors in trying 
to set up a supervised system for 
importing drugs. Medicines cost 
less in other advanced countries 
because the governments take an 
active role in setting prices. 

“A new pathway for importa¬ 
tion can move us to a more open 
and competitive market,” Health 
and Human Services Secretary 
Alex Azar said. 

“We will not take steps that 
would put patients or our drug 
supply at risk,” he added. 

The steps taken Wednesday fol¬ 
low the outline of an announce¬ 
ment by the White House in July. 

Drug companies have been 
under relentless criticism over 
high prices from President Don¬ 
ald Trump and leading lawmak¬ 
ers of both m^or political parties. 
A government report showed that 
prices for pharmacy drugs fell 
by 1% last year, for the first time 



AP 


The Trump administration is 
moving ahead with its plan to 
allow Americans to safely and 
legally get access to lower-cost 
prescription drugs from Canada. 

in 45 years. But the decline was 
driven by lower generic drug 
prices while the cost of brand 
name drugs continued to rise, al¬ 
though more slowly. 

The cost of medicines remains 
one of the top health care worries 
for Americans, and a recent Gal- 


lup-West Health poll found that 
66% of adults believe the Trump 
administration has made little or 
no progress on the issue. The bit¬ 
ter politics of impeachment are 
clouding prospects for m^or drug 
pricing legislation in Congress. 

The pharmaceutical industry 
has opposed drug importation for 
years, arguing that the safety of 
medicines purchased from other 
countries can’t be guaranteed. 

The Trump administration is 
following a two-part strategy. 

A proposed regulation issued 
Wednesday would set up a sys¬ 
tem for states to import brand 
name medicines from Canada, 
working with pharmacies and 
wholesalers. Mainly pills would 
be covered under the plan. Insu¬ 
lin, biologic drugs, narcotics and 
certain other medications would 
be excluded, at least initially. 

The second part of the plan is 
draft legal guidance to drug com¬ 
panies outlining steps they can 
follow to import their own drugs. 
That could potentially allow for 
the importation of a broader 
range of medications, and from 
any country, Azar said. 
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FISA court rebukes FBI 
over Russia probe errors 


By Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The chief judge of a secretive 
surveillance court said Tuesday that the FBI pro¬ 
vided “unsupported” information when it applied to 
eavesdrop on a former Trump campaign adviser and 
directed the bureau to report back by next month on 
what steps it was taking to fix the problems. 

The four-page order from Judge Rosemary Col- 
lyer followed a harshly critical Justice Depart¬ 
ment inspector general report that said the FBI had 
withheld key information when it submitted four 
applications in 2016 and 2017 to monitor the com¬ 
munications of Carter Page. 

The order is a rare public statement from the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, which op¬ 
erates mostly in secret as it receives applications 
from the FBI and Justice Department to eaves¬ 
drop on American soil on people they suspect of 
being agents of a foreign power. The directive could 
prompt fundamental changes in the FBI’s use of a 
powerful surveillance tool that supporters see as 
vital to thwarting terrorism and espionage but that 
detractors say is vulnerable to abuse. 

“The frequency with which representations made 
by FBI personnel turned out to be unsupported or 
contradicted by information in their possession, and 
with which they withheld information detrimental 
to their case, calls into question whether informa¬ 
tion contained in other FBI applications is reliable,” 
Collyer wrote. 

Without complete and accurate information, the 
judge added, the court “cannot properly ensure that 
the government conducts electronic surveillance 
for foreign intelligence purposes only when there is 
a sufficient factual basis.” 

She directed the FBI to report by Jan. 10 on what 
it has done and what it plans to do to ensure the 
accuracy of information it submits in its wiretap 
applications. 

In a statement, the FBI called the surveillance 
warrants an “indispensable tool in national security 
investigations” and said it was committed to work¬ 
ing with the Justice Department and the court “to 


ensure the accuracy and completeness of the FISA 
process.” 

The government’s surveillance authorities have 
long been scrutinized by Democrats and civil lib¬ 
ertarians who object to the court’s highly secretive 
nature and view it as a virtual rubber-stamp for FBI 
requests, the overwhelming m^ority of which are 
approved. Most surveillance warrants do not result 
in criminal prosecutions, and even when they do, 
there is no automatic right for a defendant to see the 
underlying application. 

In the last week. Republicans who have previ¬ 
ously been supportive of the Justice Department’s 
robust surveillance powers have called for change 
and seized on allegations that a campaign aide to 
President Donald Trump was treated unfairly. 

The FBI relied in large part for its surveillance 
applications on opposition research compiled by 
Christopher Steele, a former British intelligence op¬ 
erative whose investigations into ties between Rus¬ 
sia and Trump were funded by Democrats. 

Inspector General Michael Horowitz said his of¬ 
fice had identified at least 17 significant errors and 
omissions during the application process, including 
the altering of an email by an FBI lawyer. 

The inspector general said that as the FBI sought 
to renew those warrants, it withheld from the Jus¬ 
tice Department — and, in turn, the surveillance 
court — key information that the watchdog said cut 
against the premise that Page was a Russian asset. 
Page has denied all wrongdoing and was never ac¬ 
cused of a crime. 

For instance, Horowitz said the FBI omitted 
from its application questions about the reliability 
of Steele’s reporting, and omitted the fact that Page 
had a prior relationship with another government 
agency. 

FBI Director Christopher Wray told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview last week that the report 
had identified problems “unacceptable and unrep¬ 
resentative of who we are as an institution.” He said 
the bureau was taking more than 40 corrective ac¬ 
tions to deal with the issues. 


Former Trump official sentenced 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A federal 
judge Tuesday sentenced former 
Trump campaign official Rick 
Gates to 45 days in jail despite 
what she said was “extraordi¬ 
nary" cooperation with special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s Russia 
probe and other Justice Depart¬ 
ment investigations. 

The jail sentence, which U.S. 
District Judge Amy Berman Jack- 
son said was needed to deter oth¬ 
ers and to reflect the seriousness 
of his crimes, is to be served in¬ 
termittently during three years of 
probation that she also imposed. 

The sentence resolves one of 
the lingering open court cases 
arising from Mueller’s investiga¬ 
tion into ties between Russia and 
President Donald Trump’s cam¬ 
paign. Gates is now the fourth 
Trump associate to receive at 
least some time behind bars be¬ 
cause of the probe, though his 
sentence is far less than the pun¬ 
ishment he could have faced when 
he was first charged and reflect¬ 
ed the judge’s efforts to balance 




his crimes 
against the 
help he’s 

given the 
government 
in the last 
two years. 
Prosecu- 
I tors didn’t 
seek prison 
I time for 

Gates, who 
pleaded 

guilty in February 2018 to charges 
relating to lucrative political con¬ 
sulting work he did in Ukraine. 
They cited his extensive coopera¬ 
tion, which included testifying in 
three trials, more than 50 meet¬ 
ings with the government, and a 
commitment to continue sharing 
information with prosecutors 
even after his sentence. 

Jackson commended Gates for 
his assistance, describing it as an 
“important public service” that 
went to the heart of the central 
question that Mueller and his 
team sought to answer — whether 
the Trump campaign coordinated 
with Russia during the 2016 pres¬ 


idential election. 

Gates, for instance, provided 
key details about the Trump 
campaign’s eagerness to exploit 
the release by WikiLeaks of 
Democratic emails that U.S. offi¬ 
cials say were hacked by Russia. 
He also described the sharing of 
confidential polling data by Paul 
Manafort, his onetime mentor 
and a Trump campaign chair¬ 
man, with a business associate 
the U.S. says has ties to Russian 
intelligence. 

Gates is one of a half-dozen 
Trump associates charged in 
Mueller’s investigation. All six 
have either pleaded guilty or been 
found guilty in a jury trial. 

The three who had already 
been sentenced before Tuesday 
— Manafort, Michael Cohen and 
George Papadopoulos — have all 
received prison time. Two oth¬ 
ers, former Trump administra¬ 
tion national security adviser 
Michael Flynn and Trump con¬ 
fidant Roger Stone, are awaiting 
sentencing. 



Al Bello, Getty Images/TNS 


Fans watch two roosters battle during cockfighting night at 
Club Gallistico of Isla Verde in 2006 in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
Cockfighting is a iegai sport in Puerto Rico, unlike stateside, where 
some states have made it a felony. 


Puerto Rico faces end 
of cockfighting tradition 


By Jim Wyss 
Miami Herald 

MOROVIS, Puerto Rico — 
Amid the squawking of birds, 
blood-soaked feathers and roar of 
the crowd, Laura Green was hold¬ 
ing a fire sale at the cockfight. 

Green has spent the last 12 
years making things that only 
a cockfighter would need: foot 
wrappings for the birds, special¬ 
ized medical kits, dummy roost¬ 
ers used for training. She sells her 
wares at the cockfighting pit in 
Puerto Rico’s capital. It’s money 
she depends on to supplement 
her Social Security income and to 
take care of her ailing mother. 

Barring a last minute reprieve, 
on Dec. 20, cockfighting will be¬ 
come illegal on the island, bringing 
an end to a 400-year-old tradition. 
And while animal rights activists 
are celebrating the move, it’s put¬ 
ting the livelihood of thousands at 
risk at a time when Puerto Rico 
desperately needs jobs. It’s also 
raising questions about self-de¬ 
termination and democracy in 
this U.S. territory, which is ruled 
by Washington but has little sway 
over those who determine its fate. 

Cockfighting has been illegal in 
all 50 states since 2007, when Lou¬ 
isiana finally banned the practice. 
But it’s still allowed in U.S. terri¬ 
tories: Guam, the Northern Mari¬ 
ana Islands, Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. That loophole 
began closing last year, however, 
when President Donald Trump 
signed the 2018 Farm Bill, giving 
the industry a year to wind down. 

Puerto Rico’s breeding farms 
and 71 registered cockfighting 
establishments, or galleras, gen¬ 
erate some $65 million a year and 
account for more than 7,200 di¬ 
rect and indirect jobs, according 
to a report commissioned by the 
island’s largest cockfighting orga¬ 
nization and adopted by the local 
government. 

Crucially, the industry is one 
of the foundations of the rural 


economy — a sector that has been 
hit hard by a decade-long reces¬ 
sion and is still recovering from 
Hurricane Maria in 2017. Puerto 
Rico’s unemployment rate is 7.7% 
— about twice the rate on the 
mainland — but it’s much high¬ 
er in some impoverished rural 
areas. 

Adrian Guevares, 41, runs a 
gamecock farm in Morovis and a 
cockfighting ring in Ciales — both 
in the island’s central highlands. 
Along with his father, he’s invest¬ 
ed more than $600,000 in the op¬ 
eration over the last 30 years, and 
it employs more than 20 people, 
many of whom he’ll have to fire 
come next year. 

“This is going to devastate us,” 
he said. “This is my business, my 
way of life. I depend on this to 
raise my kids, pay my medical in¬ 
surance, make my car payments. 
I’m not prepared for this to end.” 

Puerto Rico’s legislature is try¬ 
ing to provide a lifeline. It recently 
passed a bill that would essential¬ 
ly require cockfighting to become 
a hyper-local industry. Among 
its provisions, gamecock breed¬ 
ers couldn’t export their birds or 
advertise their cockfights on so¬ 
cial media (which might be seen 
outside of the island); in addition, 
they would quit accepting credit 
cards or bank transfers. Parallel 
to the legislative effort, industry 
lawyers have filed for an injunc¬ 
tion in Boston to keep the Farm 
Bill from taking effect. 

Even if Gov. Wanda Vazquez 
signs the law before the deadline, 
there’s no guarantee it will keep 
the feds at bay, said Orlando Var¬ 
gas, the president of the San Juan 
Cockfighting Club, the island’s 
largest organization. 

“We know this is an uphill bat¬ 
tle,” he said. “But this is a tradi¬ 
tion that’s part of Puerto Rico’s 
folklore. We’ve been doing this for 
400 years, since Spanish coloniza¬ 
tion, and to lose this would be to 
lose part of our history.” 
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US plans 
new rules 
for organ 
donations 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
government is overhauling parts 
of the nation’s transplant system 
to make sure organs from the 
dead no longer go to waste — and 
to make it easier for the living to 
donate. 

The rules proposed Tuesday 
aim to ease an organ shortage 
so severe that more than 113,000 
Americans linger on the trans¬ 
plant waiting list — and about 20 
die each day. 

Part of the reason: An Associat¬ 
ed Press analysis recently found 
some of the groups that collect 
organs at death secure donors at 
half the rate of others, missed op¬ 
portunities that could have saved 
lives. But the government cur¬ 
rently has little way to directly 
compare organ collection agen¬ 
cies and force poor performers to 
improve. 

“No life-saving organ should go 
to waste,” Medicare chief Seema 
Verma said in announcing strict¬ 
er standards to hold those agen¬ 
cies more accountable. 

At the same time, the admin¬ 
istration also aims to spur more 
living donors by allowing them to 
be reimbursed for lost wages and 
child care or elder care expenses 
incurred during their hospitaliza¬ 
tion and recovery. 

“When an American wishes to 
become a living donor, we don’t 
believe their financial situation 
should limit their generosity,” 
said Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar, whose fa¬ 
ther received a kidney transplant 
from a living donor. 

The rules come after President 
Donald Trump in July ordered 
a revamping of care for kid¬ 
ney disease, including spurring 
transplants of kidneys and other 
organs. The proposals are open 
for public comment for 60 days. 

Transplant advocates praised 
the move. 

“Patients are dying, and they 
deserve better,” Jennifer Erick¬ 
son, a former Obama adminis¬ 
tration staffer who worked on 
transplant policy, said of the 
crackdown on “organ procure¬ 
ment organizations,” or OPOs. 

And the association that rep¬ 
resents those organ collection 
groups pledged to work with 
Medicare, which regulates the 
nonprofits, to implement the 
tougher standards. 

Today, the country is divided 
into 58 zones, each assigned an 
OPO to essentially be a match¬ 
maker — rapidly collecting or¬ 
gans from willing donors at death 
and getting them to the right 
transplant center, even if a hos¬ 
pital calls with a potential donor 
at 3 a.m. It’s hard to tell how well 
they do the job. They self-report 
to the government success rates 
without any way to tell how many 
potential donations were left be¬ 
hind, or why. 


Storm death toll rises in the South 



Sarah Warnock, The Clarion-Ledger/AP 


Gaylord Mir’s home in Liberty, Miss., which was leveled by a tornado that hit Monday, is viewed on 
Tuesday. Despite the total destruction, a fragile glass angel ornament hanging on the family’s Christmas 
tree was found unscathed while a neighbor was helping sift through what remains on Tuesday. 


Associated Press 

ALEXANDRIA, La. — A 
swarm of tornadoes and other 
storms that left a trail of destruc¬ 
tion across the Southeast killed 
four people, injured at least a 
dozen more and left victims to 
bundle up against the cold as they 
picked through pieces of their 
homes on Tuesday. 

The death toll rose to four after 
heavy overnight rains caused 
flooding in Greenup County, Ky. 
Water rescue crews were called 
in about 8 a.m. Tuesday to aid 
two people, and at least one of 
them died, Kentucky State Po¬ 
lice Trooper Bobby King said. 
He said crews were still trying to 
rescue another person. 

National Weather Service 
teams confirmed at least 18 tor¬ 
nado paths: nine in Mississippi, 
six in Alabama and three in Loui¬ 
siana. The number could rise 
since teams were still surveying 
damage. 

Col. Bryan Olier, chief of staff 
at the Mississippi Emergency 
Management Agency, told a news 
conference that at least 25 coun¬ 
ties were affected, 150 homes re¬ 


ported damaged or destroyed and 
about a dozen people injured. 

“We had a storm front that 
went ... from the southwest cor¬ 


ner of the state to almost central 
— some 60 to 80 miles,” Gov. Phil 
Bryant said. 

The Storm Prediction Center 
logged more than three dozen re¬ 
ports of storm damage from east 
Texas to Georgia. 

“The cat flew,” said Tonia Tyler 
of Pineville, La. “It picked the cat 
up, and the cat flew — my cat — it 
flew across the yard. And I knew 
right there, I said ‘Oh God, we’re 
not going to make it.’” 

In north Alabama, Lawrence 
County Coroner Scott Norwood 
said the bodies of Justin Chase 
Godsey, 35, and Keisha LeAnn 
Cross Godsey, 34, were found 
more than 200 yards from their 
home, the Decatur Daily re¬ 
ported. The couple’s elementary- 
school-age son was hospitalized. 

Betty Patin, 59, died when 
an apparent tornado struck her 
home in Vernon Parish, La., said 
Chief Deputy Calvin Turner. 

Three people were injured, at 


least one of them seriously, by an 
apparent tornado that hit Amite 
County, Miss., Monday afternoon, 
county emergency director Grant 
McCurley said. 

Some houses were destroyed 
and others severely damaged, he 
said, with damage spread across 
the county on the southeast Loui¬ 
siana state line. Four counties 
eastward, seven women received 
minor injuries when their group 
home in Sumrall, Miss., was 
heavily damaged, officials said. 
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Barbara Gauntt, The Clarion-Ledger/AP 


Brandon Hayden motions Tuesday toward a machine shop where he 
and his uncle, Jimmy Burns, right, took cover during the tornado. 


Emails: NAACP leader chided 
women who claimed harassment 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The 
NAACP’s national president chas¬ 
tised women who recently went 
public with a sexual harassment 
claim and he was reluctant to 
swiftly deal with the accusations 
against a former North Carolina 
officer, according to emails and 
recordings obtained by The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

The emails also indicate that 
he knew about the complaint two 
years before he says he did. 

NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson spoke in October at the 
state convention of the North Car¬ 
olina conference, which was roil¬ 
ing because less than two weeks 
earlier, a former employee had 
held a news conference where she 
accused her supervisor of sexual 
harassment. With no news report¬ 
ers present, he urged members 


not to further air the accusations 
in public, according to record¬ 
ings provided to The Associated 
Press by a person who sought 
anonymity for fear of retribu¬ 
tion. Two people who attended 
the meeting confirmed Johnson’s 
statements. The emails were pro¬ 
vided by a person who also sought 
anonymity. 

Jazmyne Childs, a former youth 
and college director for the state 
chapter, had made a statement on 
Sept. 25 saying she had endured 
unwanted physical contact and 
harassment. She identified the 
harasser as the Rev. Curtis Gate- 
wood, who was running for presi¬ 
dent of the state chapter at the 
time of the news conference. 

Gatewood said in an email on 
Oct. 2 that while he never inten¬ 
tionally harassed anyone, he real¬ 
ized his actions “may have been 
received as sexual.” 


8th SEC school to sell 
beer, wine at games 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Univer¬ 
sity of South Carolina fans will 
soon join a handful of other SEC 
schools in allowing alcohol sales 
at home athletic events. 

The policy was approved by 
the University of South Carolina 
board of trustees on Tuesday, 
news outlets reported. Sales of 
beer and wine will begin at Colo¬ 
nial Life Arena starting with the 
women’s basketball game against 
Kentucky on Jan. 2, athletic di¬ 
rector Ray Tanner said. Prices 
will average about $8 per beer, he 
said. Louisiana State University 
reported earning $2.2 million in 
alcohol sales this football season. 

SEC chancellors and school 
presidents voted in May to allow 
league members to sell beer and 
wine during sporting events. By 
September, seven schools an¬ 
nounced they would. 

From the Associated Press 
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Altria, Juul back 
bill to raise age 
on tobacco sales 



Rick Bowmer/AP 


Boy Scouts gather during a troop meeting in Kaysville, Utah, earlier this month. As of Jan. 1, The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will offer a new youth program for the 400,000 young 
people who had been Boy Scouts, as the two oi^anizations split after a nearly century-old relationship. 

Mormons pulling 400,000 youths 
out of struggling Boy Scouts 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Congress 
is moving to pass the biggest 
new sales restrictions on tobacco 
products in more than a decade, 
with support from two unlikely 
backers: Marlboro-cigarette 

maker Altria and vaping giant 
Juul Labs. 

The legislation would raise 
the minimum age to purchase 
all tobacco products, including 
electronic cigarettes, from 18 to 
21 nationwide, a step long-sought 
by health advocates. But in the 
past year Juul and Altria have 
emerged as the biggest support¬ 
ers of the measure, blanketing 
Capitol Hill with lobbyists and 
advertisements touting their sup¬ 
port for a national “Tobacco 21” 
law. 

Tobacco critics contend the 
companies’ support is calculated 
to head off even harder-hitting 
government action: a ban on all 
flavored tobacco products, in¬ 
cluding fruit and dessert e-ciga- 
rettes. Their stance puts them in 
the unusual position of criticiz¬ 
ing a move they long supported, 
arguing that the sales restriction 
isn’t enough. 

“Altria and Juul clearly sup¬ 
port this in order to argue that no 
other action is necessary,” said 
Matthew Myers of the Campaign 
for Tobacco-Free Kids. “If you 
don’t eliminate the flavors that 
the industry has used to fuel the 
epidemic, you won’t solve the 
youth e-cigarette crisis.” 

The bipartisan legislation, sup¬ 
ported by Senate M^ority Leader 
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, 
has been attached to a package of 
must-pass spending bills that will 
keep the government running 
into next year. 

Juul and Altria — the vap¬ 
ing company’s biggest investor 
— threw their support behind the 
bill earlier this year amid a back¬ 
lash against e-cigarettes at the 


local, state and national levels. 

E-cigarettes are battery-pow¬ 
ered devices that typically heat a 
flavored nicotine solution into an 
inhalable aerosol. Current federal 
law prohibits sales of e-cigarettes 
and all other tobacco products to 
those under 18. But more than one 
in four high school students re¬ 
port vaping regularly, according 
to the latest government figures. 
And health officials have called 
the vaping trend an “epidemic.” 

Until September, Juul argued 
that its sweet flavors — including 
mango, mint and fruit — could 
help adult smokers switch from 
traditional cigarettes to vaping. 
But the company dropped that 
message as President Donald 
Trump announced plans to re¬ 
move virtually all vaping flavors 
from the market, due to their ap¬ 
peal to children. The Silicon Val¬ 
ley company has halted sales of 
all but two of its flavors, menthol 
and tobacco, and pledged not to 
oppose Trump’s plan. 

But momentum for the nation¬ 
wide ban has faded amid push- 
back from vaping advocates and 
some conservative groups. And 
Trump has voiced support for 
alternative approaches to keep 
e-cigarettes away from kids, in¬ 
cluding raising the purchase age 
to 21. The age hike is expected to 
limit the supply of all vaping and 
tobacco products in high schools 
by putting them out of reach to 
12th graders. 

Myers’ group and other health 
advocates say Congress should 
both raise the age limit and ban 
all “kid-friendly” flavors. 

Even with most of Juul’s flavors 
off the market, smaller compa¬ 
nies continue to market an array 
of flavored products, including 
“grape slushie,” “strawberry 
cotton candy” and “sea salt blue¬ 
berry.” And the industry’s main 
trade association is suing to keep 
e-cigarettes, including flavors, 
widely available. 


Associated Press 

KAYSVILLE, Utah — For de¬ 
cades, The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints was one of 
Boy Scouts of America’s greatest 
allies and the largest sponsor of 
troops. But on Jan. 1, the Utah- 
based faith will deliver the latest 
blow to the struggling organiza¬ 
tion when it pulls out more than 
400,000 young people and moves 
them into a new global program 
of its own. 

The change brings excitement 
and some melancholy for mem¬ 
bers of the faith and may push the 
Boy Scouts closer to the brink of 
bankruptcy as it faces a new wave 
of sex abuse lawsuits. 

Losing the church will mean 
about an 18% drop in Boy Scout 
youth membership compared 
with last year’s numbers and 
mark the first time since the 
World War II era that the figure 
will fall below 2 million. At its 
peak in the 1970s, more than 4 
million boys were Scouts. 

Wayne Perry, a church mem¬ 
ber who is a past president of Boy 
Scouts of America and a current 


member of its national board, 
said the end of the long-term al¬ 
liance will sting and force many 
regional councils in the US. West 
to lay off employees and sell some 
camps. 

However, Perry said he’s hope¬ 
ful the Boy Scouts can eventually 
bring back at least 20% of the Lat¬ 
ter-day Saints Scouts who liked 
the experience and want to keep 
pursuing merit badges in activi¬ 
ties ranging from camping and 
lifesaving to citizenship. 

The church’s new youth pro¬ 
gram will weave in camping and 
other outdoor activities in parts 
of the world where that’s feasible, 
but there won’t be uniforms or a 
chance to earn the coveted Eagle 
Scout rank — the highest in 
Scouting — that was long seen as 
a key milestone for teenage boys 
in the church. 

The focus will be squarely on 
religion and spiritual develop¬ 
ment, with youth working toward 
achievements that earn them 
rings, medallions and pendants 
inscribed with images of church 
temples. 

Perry understands why the 


faith widely known as the Mor¬ 
mon church wants a program it 
can use worldwide because more 
than half its members live outside 
the US. and Canada, where the 
Boy Scouts isn’t available. But he 
predicts that a heavy emphasis on 
the gospel may leave some young 
church members who already go 
to two-hour church services each 
Sunday and other Bible studies 
longing for Boy Scouts. 

“One of the advantages we al¬ 
ways had with Scouting is that 
it wasn’t ‘churchy,’” Perry said. 
“They were getting the Scout 
oath and the Scout law, which are 
incredibly compatible with the 
church’s philosophies and views, 
but they weren’t reading out of 
the Book of Mormon.” 

“I think there will be a boo¬ 
merang effect as parents see that 
there is still a place for Scouting,” 
he added. 

The split between the Boy 
Scouts and church ends a nearly 
century-old relationship between 
two organizations that were 
brought together by shared val¬ 
ues but have diverged in recent 
years. 


Shooting at Montana casino leaves 3 dead, suspect is killed by police 


Associated Press 

GREAT FALLS, Mont. — An 
overnight shooting Tuesday at a 
Montana casino left three people 
dead and another person injured, 
and the suspect was later tracked 
down and killed by police, offi¬ 
cials said. 

The shooting happened about 2 
a.m. at the Emerald City Casino 
in Great Falls, along one of the 
city’s main commercial strips, 
according to a statement from the 
Great Falls Police Department. 

Police found the bodies of three 
victims inside the casino when 


they arrived. A fourth person 
with a gunshot wound showed up 
at Benefis hospital for treatment, 
authorities said at a news confer¬ 
ence Tuesday afternoon. 

City, county state and federal 
law enforcement officer conduct¬ 
ed a citywide search that lasted 
more than three hours until the 
suspect was found by officers in 
a residential neighborhood about 
a mile away. 

The suspect was fatally shot by 
officers about 5:45 a.m. after “en¬ 
gaging law enforcement,” Great 
Falls Police Capt. Jeff Newton 
said. He did not elaborate, and it 


was not clear whether that meant 
the suspect fired his weapon. 

“The entire situation was very 
dynamic, and the suspect was 
moving around quite a bit,” Great 
Falls Police Lt. Doug Otto said. 
“Things unfolded very quickly in 
a very short period of time.” 

Great Falls Public Schools Su¬ 
perintendent Tom Moore said it 
happened behind an elementary 
school. 

“The response from the Great 
Falls Police Department was al¬ 
most immediate,” Moore told the 
Great Falls Tribune. 

The injured person was ad¬ 


mitted to Benefis Hospital for 
unspecified reasons, police said. 
The person was not identified. 

A hospital spokeswoman, Kaci 
Husted, said the injured person 
was in stable condition in the 
intensive care unit. She did not 
have additional details. 

Emerald City Casinos own a 
chain of restaurants and bars 
with gambling machines in Great 
Falls and other Montana loca¬ 
tions. A call to the casino where 
the shooting happened rang un¬ 
answered Tuesday morning. 

The elementary school near 
where police killed the suspect 


canceled classes and postponed 
a K-3 grade concert. The school 
district deployed a team of men¬ 
tal health professionals for stu¬ 
dents, parents and community 
members. 

The shooting is being inves¬ 
tigated by local and federal of¬ 
ficers. Officials did not offer a 
motive for the shooting and said 
they were not ready to release the 
name of the man shot by police. 
Investigators were still trying to 
figure out how the victims were 
connected and if anybody else 
was involved, Otto said. 
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Battle in the toy aisle 


Michael Thomas, 8, of Flint, guards himself during a lightsaber battle with Grand Blanc Township Sgt. Josh Belanger during the “Shop with a 
Cop” event on Monday at Walmart in Grand Blanc Township, Mich. 

THE CENSUS 

gm m m The approximate number of grapefruits that spiiled from a deiiv- 
T AK ery truck onto the Fiorida turnpike in Orange County. The fruit- 
hauling truck was traveling on the turnpike when crates inside the 
" vehicle broke, Florida Highway Patrol Lt. Kim Montes said. The 
grapefruits spilled from the vehicle and blocked a section of the 
roadway near Ocoee, the Tampa Bay Times reported. The truck pulled over so the 
remaining fruit could be secured. Video taken by witnesses showed crews using 
push brooms to round up the rolling fruits. 


City tells people to stop 
feeding the raccoons 

II CHICAGO — Chicago 
I L city agencies told people 
to stop feeding the raccoons 
that populate the city’s northern 
lakefront. 

People are hand-feeding 
kitchen scraps to the dozens of 
raccoons living in the area, and 
that’s dangerous, the agencies 
said, WBBM-TV reported. 

“We ask that visitors not feed 
wildlife in parks or along the 
lakefront for their own safety and 
the health and wellness of the ani¬ 
mals," said Chicago Park District 
spokeswoman Irene Tostado said 
in a statement. 

Raccoons are rabies carriers 
and can transfer other diseases 
and pests such as roundworm, the 
Humane Society advises. 

Man charged with 
killing rabbit at shelter 

I A DES MOINES — Depu- 
ties arrested a Carroll 
man on charges that he used 
a stick to kill a rabbit at a Des 
Moines animal shelter. 

The Polk County Sheriff’s Of¬ 
fice on Sunday night charged 
Bobby Carothers, 64, with animal 
torture after the death of the rab¬ 
bit at the Animal Rescue League 
of Central Iowa shelter. The Des 
Moines Register reported. Ac¬ 
cording to a criminal complaint, 
Carothers admitted to deputies 
that he killed the rabbit, named 
Petunia. 

Deputies arrested Carothers 
after he allegedly pulled a fire 
alarm at a Des Moines trucking 
company. He also was charged 
with trespassing at the trucking 
company. 

Stolen ATM hauled from 
bank in dump truck 

COLUMBIA — Au- 
ITI thorities said an ATM 
that was stolen from a Columbia 
bank was hauled away from the 
scene in a dump truck. 

Columbia police said in a news 
release that the ATM was taken 
from a branch of the Great South¬ 
ern Bank. 

Police said officers found sev¬ 
eral pieces of debris from the 
ATM on the ground, but the 
ATM was missing with an undis¬ 
closed amount of cash inside the 
machine. 

Surveillance camera images 
show the ATM being placed in 
the back of a dump truck. 

Park reopened after 
bees attacked family 

A ^ GLENDALE — A Glen- 
dale park opened again 
after a swarm of bees attacked a 
family, stinging one of them more 
than 100 times. 

The incident happened as sev¬ 
eral families were picking fruit in 
the orchards in Sahuaro Ranch 
Park, AZfamily.com reported. 

Glendale fire officials said it 
was in the orchards that a family 
came across a beehive. One man, 
40, was covered “head to toe” in 
bee stings, firefighters said. 

A woman, 72, and two men, 
ages 39 and 19, were also stung. 


The park was closed so that 
a beekeeper could remove the 
bees. 

Men arrested for taking, 
killing water buffalo 

I A BELLE CHASSE 
— Four Louisiana men 
were arrested on allegations they 
stole, shot and killed two Asian 
water buffalo owned by a local 
rancher, the state agriculture de¬ 
partment said. 

Agriculture Commissioner 
Mike Strain said the suspects 
harvested the meat, hide and 
heads of the buffalo, worth an es¬ 
timated $10,000, that were stolen 
in Plaquemines Parish. 

The arrested men, according 
to the agriculture department, 
were: Andrew Crawford, 30, of 
Braithwaite; Billy W. Johnson Jr., 
35, of Buras; Randall J. Siebert, 
37, of Saint Bernard; and Lance 
L. Siebert, 32, of Braithwaite. 

The alleged cattle rustlers face 
a fine and possibly jail time if 
convicted for theft of livestock. 
Strain’s office said. 

Police: Woman charged 
with 5th DUI after crash 

1^ P NEW CASTLE — Au- 
thorities in Delaware 
said a woman was arrested and 
charged with a fifth DUI offense 


after she was involved in a single¬ 
vehicle crash. 

The Delaware State Police said 
troopers found Virginia Ruiz, 55, 
after receiving a report of a car 
crash in New Castle. The agency 
said troopers noticed a strong 
odor of alcohol when speaking 
with Ruiz, who became disorder¬ 
ly, spat in a trooper’s face and was 
aggressive toward emergency 
personnel. 

Authorities said Ruiz was also 
charged with assault on a law en¬ 
forcement officer. 

Waitresses get $850 
Christmas tip at diner 

PI STUART — It was just a 
r L regular lunch shift, but 
two Florida waitresses received 
the tip of a lifetime from one 
table: $850. 

Susan Morrison and Erin 
Gross were waiting on a Christ¬ 
mas party of 17 people at metro 


Diner. 

When the bill was paid, the 
party decided to surprise the 
waitresses and each chipped in 
$50. 

Morrison, 59, said she’s been 
a waitress for 40 years and has 
never had this happen. 

Deputies seeking 2 
‘grinches’ for mail theft 

ORANGEBURG — 
Authorities in South 
Carolina were searching for two 
women who stole mail from two 
dozen addresses. 

Orangeburg County Sheriff 
Leroy Ravenell told news outlets 
that two women have been steal¬ 
ing mail from the eastern part of 
the county. 

Ravenell said authorities have 
found at least two locations where 
open mail has been dumped with 
no items of value left behind. 

Ravenell said video from home 


security systems show two white 
women in a white compact car. He 
said the department is increas¬ 
ing patrols and investigators are 
looking for any information. 

Sheriff: Woman faked 
being kidnapped 

SOPHIA — A North 

Carolina woman ran to 
a man’s house to say she had just 
escaped an attempted kidnapping 
by a stranger. 

Virginia Saavedra, 37, then 
allegedly took advantage of the 
Good Samaritan’s kindness by 
stealing his truck before lead¬ 
ing authorities on a high-speed 
chase, according to the Randolph 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

The man let her sit in his truck 
to warm up while he called 911, 
news outlets reported. Saavedra 
allegedly then stole the truck, 
which was spotted by deputies re¬ 
sponding to the man’s 911 call. 

Deputies tried to stop the 
truck, but Saavedra led them on 
a 26-mile chase into a neighbor¬ 
ing county, they said. Deputies 
soon boxed the truck in and it got 
stuck on a grassy shoulder. Depu¬ 
ties said Saavedra then tried 
to reverse the stolen truck and 
rammed a patrol car before try¬ 
ing to flee. She was arrested on 
more than a dozen charges. 

From wire reports 



Jake May, The Flint (Mich.) Journal/AP 
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Travel disrupted, power cut 
over France's pension reform 


By Angela Charlton 
AND Elaine Ganley 
Associated Press 

PARIS — French union ac¬ 
tivists cut electricity to nearly 
100,000 homes or offices. Eiffel 
Tower staff walked off the job. 
Even Paris opera workers joined 
in Tuesday’s nationwide protests 
across France, singing an aria of 
anger as workers rallied against 
the government’s plan to raise the 
retirement age to 64. 

With French President Em¬ 
manuel Macron under heavy 
pressure over his pension reform 
plans, government officials were 
meeting with employers and 
unions Wednesday to consider 
the way forward. 

Prime Minister Edouard 
Philippe was scheduled to meet 
with all national workers unions 
and separately with employers 
organizations in decisive talks 
that may lead the government to 
amend the project. 

Macron has said he is deter¬ 
mined to push ahead with the 


reform. 

On Wednesday, Macron ap¬ 
pointed a junior minister for pen¬ 
sions, Laurent Pietraszewski, a 
53-year-old lawmaker with an 
expertise on the issue. 

The nomination comes after 
the senior politician who had de¬ 
veloped the new pension system, 
Jean-Paul Delevoye, resigned 
Monday over potential conflicts 
of interest, a m^jor blow to the 
government. 

Hospital workers in scrubs. Air 
France staff in uniforms, lawyers 
wearing long black robes — peo¬ 
ple from across the French work¬ 
force joined in the strikes and 
protests in higher numbers than 
the last cross-sector walkout last 
week. 

The retirement reform that has 
brought them together is just one 
of their many gripes against Ma¬ 
cron, a business-friendly centrist 
they fear is dismantling France’s 
costly but oft-envied welfare 
state. 

Workers from the hard-left 


CGT union Tuesday carried 
out what they called “targeted” 
blackouts on electricity networks 
around Lyon and Bordeaux to call 
attention to their grievances, and 
their power. 

Several European countries 
have raised the retirement age 
or cut pensions in recent years 
to keep up with lengthening life 
expectancy and slowing econom¬ 
ic growth. Macron argues that 
France needs to do the same. 

Tourists canceled plans and 
Paris commuters took hours to 
get to work Tuesday, as train driv¬ 
ers kept up their strike against 
changes to a system that allows 
them and other workers under 
special pension regimes to retire 
as early as their 50s. 

In addition to transportation 
troubles, parents faced shut¬ 
tered schools and students had 
key exams canceled Tuesday as 
teachers joined in the strike. 

Hospitals requisitioned work¬ 
ers to ensure key services Tues¬ 
day, as nurses, doctors and 



Francois Mori/AP 


Flares illuminate the darkness at the end of a demonstration 
Tuesday in Paris. People from across the French workforce walked 
off the job Tuesday to resist a higher retirement age. 


pharmacists went on strike to 
save a once-vaunted public hospi¬ 
tal system that’s struggling after 
years of cost cuts. 

Unions fear people will have to 
work longer for lower pensions. 


and polls suggest at least of half 
of French people still support the 
strike. Unions at the SNCF rail 
authority want to keep the strike 
going through the Christmas 
holidays. 



Altaf Qadri/AP 

Indian students of the Jamia Millia Islamia University hold placards 
as they march during a protest against a new citizenship iaw in New 
Delhi, India, on Wednesday. 


Protests over India’s new 
law spread across nation 


Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — From cam¬ 
puses along India’s Himalayan 
northern border to its southern 
Malabar Coast, a student-led pro¬ 
test movement against a new law 
that grants citizenship on the 
basis of religion spread nation¬ 
wide Wednesday despite efforts 
by the government to contain it. 

The law provides a path to citi¬ 
zenship for Hindus, Buddhists, 
Christians and other religious mi¬ 
norities who are in India illegally 
but can demonstrate religious 
persecution in Muslim-mqjor- 
ity Bangladesh, Pakistan and Af¬ 
ghanistan. It does not apply to 
Muslims. 

Critics say it’s the latest effort by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
Hindu nationalist-led government 
to marginalize India’s 200 million 
Muslims, and a violation of the 


country’s secular constitution. 

Modi has defended it as a 
humanitarian gesture, but 
Wednesday, authorities tight¬ 
ened restrictions on protesters, 
expanding a block on the internet 
and a curfew in Assam, where 
protests since the law’s passage 
a week ago have disrupted life in 
Gauhati, the state capital. 

After India’s Supreme Court 
postponed hearing challenges to 
the law Wednesday, huge dem¬ 
onstrations erupted in areas in¬ 
cluding Gauhati, in Chennai, in 
the southern state of Tamil Nadu, 
and in Mumbai, India’s financial 
capital. 

Critics say the Citizenship 
Amendment Act is the most 
overt example yet of discrimina¬ 
tion against India’s Muslims in a 
string of actions taken by Modi 
since his party’s landslide reelec¬ 
tion victory in May. 


Pope removes highest level of 
secrecy in clergy sex abuse cases 


Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis abolished the 
use of the Vatican’s highest level of secrecy in clergy 
sexual abuse cases Tuesday, responding to mount¬ 
ing criticism that the rule of “pontifical secrecy” 
has been used to protect pedophiles, silence victims 
and prevent police from investigating crimes. 

Victims and their advocates cheered the move as 
long overdue, but cautioned that the proof of its ef¬ 
fectiveness would come when the Catholic hierar¬ 
chy is forced to respond to national inquiries, grand 
jury subpoenas and criminal prosecutors who are 
increasingly demanding all internal documentation 
about abusers. 

In a new law, Francis decreed that information in 
abuse cases must be protected by church leaders to 
ensure its “security, integrity and confidentiality.” 
But he said the rule of “pontifical secrecy” no longer 
applied to abuse-related accusations, trials and de¬ 
cisions under the Catholic Church’s canon law. 

The Vatican’s leading sex crimes investigator. 
Archbishop Charles Scicluna, said the reform was 


an “epochal decision” that will facilitate coordina¬ 
tion with civil law enforcement and open up lines of 
communication with victims. 

Francis also raised from 14 to 18 the cutoff age 
below which the Vatican considers pornographic 
images to be child pornography. The reform is a 
response to the Vatican’s increasing awareness of 
the prolific spread of online child porn that has fre¬ 
quently implicated even high-ranking churchmen. 

The new laws were issued Tuesday, Francis’ 83rd 
birthday, as he struggles to respond to the global 
explosion of the abuse scandal, his own missteps 
and demands for greater transparency and account¬ 
ability from victims, law enforcement and ordinary 
Catholics alike. 

The new norms are the latest amendment to the 
Catholic Church’s in-house canon law — a parallel 
legal code that metes out ecclesial justice for crimes 
against the faith — in this case relating to the sexual 
abuse of minors or vulnerable people by priests, 
bishops or cardinals. In this legal system, the worst 
punishment a priest can incur is being defrocked, or 
dismissed from the clerical state. 


Australia marks hottest day amid heat wave 


Associated Press 

SYDNEY — Australia expe¬ 
rienced its hottest day on record 
and temperatures are expected 
to soar even higher as heat wave 
conditions embrace most of the 
country. 

The Australian Bureau of Me¬ 
teorology said the average tem¬ 
perature across the country of 
105 Fahrenheit on Tuesday beat 
the record of 104 Fahrenheit from 
Jan. 7, 2013. 

“This hot air mass is so ex¬ 
tensive, the preliminary figures 


show that yesterday was the hot¬ 
test day on record in Australia, 
beating out the previous record 
from 2013 and this heat will only 
intensify,” bureau meteorologist 
Diana Eadie said Wednesday. 

The weather bureau said tem¬ 
peratures in southern and central 
Australia on Thursday may reach 
between 8 and 16 degrees higher 
than normal. 

On Wednesday, temperatures 
soared to 118 Fahrenheit in Birds- 
ville, Queensland, 116 Fahrenheit 
in Mandora, Western Australia 


and similar levels in southern and 
central Australia. 

The highest temperature reli¬ 
ably recorded in any location in 
Australia was 123 Fahrenheit 
in January 1960, at Oodnadatta, 
a desert settlement in outback 
South Australia. 

High temperatures and strong 
winds are also fanning bushfires 
around Australia, including more 
than 100 in New South Wales 
state where heat and smoke have 
caused an increase in hospital 
admissions. 
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WORLD _ 

Tokyo court awards damages to journalist in rape case 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — A Tokyo court awarded dam¬ 
ages to a freelance journalist on Wednesday 
in a high-profile rape case that had been 
dropped by Japanese prosecutors, a land¬ 
mark ruling that was welcomed by equal 
rights activists but underscored legal and 
social hurdles in a country where sexual 
assault victims continue to be stigmatized. 

The Tokyo District Court ordered Nori- 
yuki Yamaguchi, a former newsman at TBS 
Television known for close ties to Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe and other conserva¬ 
tive politicians, to pay $30,150 to journalist 
Shiori Ito, who filed a civil suit against him 
seeking compensation for physical and 
psychological pain. 

Ito, who has become the face of Japan’s 


slow-moving #MeToo 
movement, filed the 
civil suit in 2017 after 
prosecutors decided 
not to press charges 
against Yamagu¬ 
chi. She demanded 
$100,540 in damages 
and sought to find 
out why prosecutors 
dropped the criminal 
case. Yamaguchi 

Yamaguchi has de¬ 
nied any wrongdoing in published articles 
and on social media, saying they had sex 
by consent. He filed a countersuit this 
year, demanding she pay $1.2 million for 
allegedly damaging his reputation by ac¬ 
cusing him of rape. 


The court ruled that Yamaguchi’s act 
was not consensual sex but an assault and 
dismissed all of his claims. 

He told a news conference after the rul¬ 
ing that he plans to appeal the verdict. He 
said the ruling one-sidedly upheld Ito’s 
arguments without closely looking into de¬ 
tails and facts. 

“I have never done anything that vio¬ 
lated the law,” Yamaguchi said. “It was so 
unfair that the ruling only accepted Ms. 
Ito’s arguments, despite claims that were 
untrue.” 

Ito and her supporters said they hope 
her victory will promote awareness that 
will help create a society in which sexual 
victims don’t feel intimidated or isolated. 

“The victory does not mean all the pain 
that I had to suffer did not exist,” Ito told 


reporters after the ruling. “Wounds from 
sexual violence do not heal over time.” 

Judge Akihiro Suzuki said Ito’s attempt 
to seek the truth in the case and how it was 
handled, and promote awareness about so¬ 
cial and legal issues surrounding sexual 
assault, was based on an intent to serve the 
public interest and did not constitute defa¬ 
mation of the defendant. 

Ito, who was seeking an internship in 
2015 at TBS television, where Yamaguchi 
was a senior journalist at the time, said 
after she became dizzy and passed out 
in a restroom, Yamaguchi took her to his 
hotel room and raped her while she was 
incapacitated. She said he continued the 
assault even when she woke up in pain and 
told him to stop. 



High court in India rejects death sentence appeal in ’12 fatal gang rape 


Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — India’s Su¬ 
preme Court on Wednesday re¬ 
jected the final appeal of one of 
the four men sentenced to death 
for the 2012 fatal gang rape of a 
woman on a moving bus in New 
Delhi, paving the way for the four 
to be hanged. 

The gruesome case made inter¬ 


national headlines and exposed 
the scope of sexual violence 
against women in India, prompt¬ 
ing lawmakers to stiffen penalties 
in rape cases. 

The victim, a 23-year-old phys¬ 
iotherapy student whom Indian 
media dubbed “Nirbhaya,” or 
“Fearless,” because Indian law 
prohibits rape victims from being 
identified, was heading home 


with a male friend from a movie 
theater when six men lured them 
onto a bus. With no one else in 
sight, they beat the man with a 
metal bar, raped the woman and 
used the bar to inflict massive 
internal injuries to her. The pair 
were dumped naked on the road¬ 
side, and the woman died two 
weeks later. 

The assailants were tried rela¬ 


tively quickly in a country where 
sexual assault cases often lan¬ 
guish for years. Four defendants 
were sentenced to death. Another 
hanged himself in prison before 
his trial began, though his fam¬ 
ily insists he was killed. The sixth 
assailant was a minor at the time 
of the attack and was sentenced to 
three years in a reform home. 

One of those sentenced to 


death, Akshay Kumar Singh, 
filed his review petition earlier 
this month, after the other three 
had theirs rejected. 

The Supreme Court on Wednes¬ 
day rejected Singh’s appeal. His 
lawyer accused the judges of 
bowing to public pressure. India’s 
president can still decide to grant 
Singh mercy, but that is not ex¬ 
pected to happen. 
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Lizzo’s producer learning balance from career ups and downs 


By Mesfin Fekadu 

Associated Press 

M usic producer Ricky Reed re¬ 
members the long days and 
nights in the recording studio, as 
he crafted hits for Halsey, twen¬ 
ty one pilots, Jason Derulo and Lizzo with 
zero time limits or restrictions. 

But for the father of 8-month-old twins and 
a 2 y 2 -year-old toddler, things have changed: 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays, he’s a stay- 
at-home dad. And he doesn’t work on the 
weekend. 

“My only real work days are Mon¬ 
day, Wednesday and Friday,” he said. 

“We have three kids under 3. It’s mad¬ 
ness. They come first, second and third 
on my list of priorities before anything 
else.” 

Reed, 37, said he came up with the 
new schedule about two months ago 
— around the time he watched a hit 
he created with Lizzo two years ago, 
“Truth Hurts,” top the Billboard Hot 
100 chart — giving him and the art¬ 
ist he signed to his Nice Life Record¬ 
ing Company in 2015 their first No. 1 
success. 

“What I find with having kids and 
trying to be a good dad and trying to be a 
good musician is that it takes a ton of energy 
and effort, but a lot of that energy has to go 
into being creative with your schedule, read¬ 
ing the room and making adjustments every 
couple months as the needs change so that 
I’m not just off living my music producer 
dream while my family’s getting beat up,” he 
said. “It’s good, but you got to pay attention 
to it.” 

Thanks to his success with the year’s most 
popular singer, Reed earned four Gram¬ 
my nominations — for album of the year 
for Lizzo’s m^or-label debut, “Cuz I Love 
You”; song and record of the year for “Truth 
Hurts,” which was No. 1 for seven weeks; and 
non-classical producer of the year, an award 
he competed for at the 2017 Grammys (he 
lost to Greg Kurstin, who worked on Adele’s 
“Hello.”) 

“To be honest. I’m always so head down 
in my work that I never know what is going 
to be the thing that connects with people or 
would make a Grammy committee feel like, 
‘This is the year that I should be nominated.’ 
The amount of work that I did in the last two 


years that sort of culminates in this specific 
discography, I beat myself so bad. I beat up 
my poor family, too, just overextending. I 
will say it was very pleasing to say, ‘Some¬ 
body was watching,’ ” Reed said. 

In addition to working with Lizzo — whose 
eight Grammy nominations makes her the 
show’s top contender — Reed also produced 
for Maggie Rogers, SZA, Maren Morris and 
X Ambassadors during this Grammys cycle. 
His got his first big hit in 2013 with Jason 
Derulo’s “Talk Dirty,” which peaked at No. 

3 on the Hot 100 and became a four-times 
platinum success. He also has produced Top 

^When something this big and 
undeniable falls into my lap, 
especially with Lizzo ... it really 
is time to be like, “All right, man, 
call your mom. Take a shot at 
3 p.m. This is great. Enjoy it.” ^ 

Ricky Reed 

on his four Grammy nominations 

5 hits like twenty one pilot’s “Ride,” Halsey’s 
“Bad at Love,” Meghan Trainer’s “No” and 
Derulo and Snoop Dogg’s “Wiggle.” 

While working on those hits, he was busy 
working with Lizzo. “Truth Hurts” was cre¬ 
ated in 2017 but got a boost after it was fea¬ 
tured in the Netflix film “Someone Great,” 
released in April. And “Good as Hell” — cre¬ 
ated in 2016 — is spending its sixth week on 
top of the R&B charts). 

In an interview with The Associated Press, 
Reed, who also fronts the multi-genre outfit 
Wallpaper, talks about making magic with 
Lizzo, and the ins and outs of the craft. 

AP: How does the schedule you created 
affect your job as a producer? 

Reed: I don’t get creative block or writer’s 
block. The good thing about it is having that 
little bit of time in the studio makes it so 
every minute and second is so precious and 
magical. ... I’m chugging coffee and I’m a 
madman but it’s a blast, especially compared 
to a while ago when I would really be a studio 
rat, 24/7. There’s some fun in the lunacy of 
being sleep deprived, and I’ve always consid¬ 
ered myself an outsider, like somebody who 
didn’t have any connections or hookups or 


anything, so I worked crazy hours trying to 
break into this whole game. 

What’s it like to have your work recog¬ 
nized this year by the Grammys? 

It’s so big and so overwhelming that it’s 
hard to even fully wrap my head around or 
understand. I still, I swear, to the day I die. 
I’m going to be the type of person (to say), 
“I got the producer of the year nomination 
because ...” I just make up some kind of rea¬ 
son. “Oh, we’re still at the top of this chart 
because so and so didn’t put out the record 
that was supposed to come out.” I always 
have these weird, self-defeating excuses, so 
when something this big and this unde¬ 
niable falls into my lap, especially with 
Lizzo, after half a decade of grinding it 
out with her, it really is time to be like, 
“All right, man, call your mom. Take a 
shot at 3 p.m. This is great. Enjoy it.” 

What’s it like working with Lizzo? 

On the first day we worked together, 
we made a song called “Worship” in 
about six hours. Literally, when that 
happened, I went home to my girl¬ 
friend and best friend at the time and 
was like, “I can’t not sign this. Listen 
to this, it’s outta here.” From the very 
beginning there were sparks like that. 
She’s grown and I’ve also grown and learned 
so much throughout this process.... It’s crazy 
to get to the place that we are now and espe¬ 
cially to have older releases pop off has been 
so validating. I wish I could go back to the 
Ricky and Lizzo in 2017, 2018 and be like, 
“Guys, just be patient; it’s going to be fine.” 

What was it like creating “Truth Hurts”? 

That one was crazy. Lizzo had been using 
our studio sessions on and off essentially like 
therapy. She was going through it with a per¬ 
son. Typical on and off stuff It had definitely 
been working its way into the music that we 
were writing. She came in one day and he 
had basically just fully cut the cord and she 
was devastated. A lot of sessions I do, I like 
to just sit back, kind of listen to people talk, 
tell their story. Lizzo has this way of speak¬ 
ing in lyrics; she’s just naturally funny. She 
has this way with words. As she’s talking I 
just started scribbling down a phrase here, 
a phrase here. 

To write that took us a little more time 
than some of the other songs ... When we 
made that, I remember telling my wife like, 
“If this isn’t it, I don’t know what is. This is 
the best thing we’ve ever made.” 


Hallmark gets 
the wrong kind 
of pnblicity with 
flip-flop on ads 

By Mae Anderson 
Associated Press 

The Hallmark Channel’s deci¬ 
sion to pull, then reinstate a com¬ 
mercial that featured a same-sex 
couple kissing shows how contro¬ 
versy can generate more public¬ 
ity than simply ignoring it. 

The company also didn’t help 
matters by reversing its decision 
following the backlash. 

“It’s hard to keep everyone 
happy, but flip-flopping doesn’t 
help,” said Allen Adamson, co¬ 
founder of the marketing con¬ 
sultancy Metaforce. “These are 
difficult issues to navigate, but 
when you’re going to make a call 
one way or another, make sure 
you understand the ramifica¬ 
tions. You only want to pull the 
Band-Aid off once.” 

The debacle ultimately made 
a winner out of Zola, the wed¬ 
ding-planning website whose ads 
a conservative advocacy group 
didn’t want shown on Hallmark. 

“For Zola, this is Christmas 
times 100,” said Laura Ries, pres¬ 
ident of marketing firm Ries and 
Ries. “Nobody ever heard of Zola, 
and now everybody knows it and 
loves it.” 

Paul Argenti, Dartmouth 
College professor of corporate 
communication, added that the 
debacle “shows you if you know 
who you are, what you’re doing 
and stand by your beliefs, you’ll 
be better off in the end.” 

The Hallmark Channelis known 
for family-friendly programming, 
particularly made-for-TV Christ- 
mas-themed movies. That repu¬ 
tation prompted Hallmark to 
pull four Zola ads with same-sex 
couples after getting a complaint 
from a conservative group. 

Hallmark spokeswoman Molly 
Biwer said the company felt “it 
was in the best interest of the 
brand to pull them and not con¬ 
tinue to generate controversy.” 

Instead, Hallmark faced criti¬ 
cism on Twitter and mockery on 
“Saturday Night Live.” 

By Sunday, Hallmark had re¬ 
versed its decision. In a state¬ 
ment, Hallmark Cards CEO Mike 
Perry said Crown Media was “ag¬ 
onizing” over the decision. “Said 
simply, they believe this was the 
wrong decision,” he said. 

That, in turn, prompted calls 
for a boycott of the Hallmark 
Channel by the group that made 
the original complaint. One Mil¬ 
lion Moms. It accused Hallmark 
of caving to the LGBTQ commu¬ 
nity and portrayed the reversal 
as a betrayal to conservatives. 

Bill Pearce of the University of 
California, Berkeley’s business 
school said Hallmark was ahead 
of the same-sex wedding issue 
when it introduced same-sex 
greeting cards in 2008, before 
gay marriage was legalized. 

“Any goodwill engendered 
from the LGBTQ community is 
squandered, and I don’t think 
they made any friends on the 
other side of the issue either,” 
Pearce said. “It’s a classic blun¬ 
der by indecision.” 
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55 Clothes 

56 Dick Tracy’s love 

57 Altar affirmative 

58 Hollywood 
dashers 

DOWN 

1 Pond growth 

2 Maui garlands 

3 Creche trio 

4 “Break Free” 
singer Grande 

5 Person with an 
ex-spouse 

6 Acapulco gold 

7 Body powder 

8 In danger 

9 Fragrant flower 

10 Level 

11 Pen fluids 

19 “Monopoly” 
corner 


21 Rock’s Ocasek 

24 Chill in the air 

25 Pub pint 

26 Veggie-based 
first courses 

28 Garden tool 

29 Sly suggestion 

30 Shade tree 

31 Jungfrau, 
for one 

36 Circumferences 

37 GPS suggestion 

38 Prove false 

41 Yes, to Juan 

42 Sail support 

43 Bassoon’s kin 

44 Surrealist 
Salvador 

46 Kermit, for one 

47 Waffle brand 

48 Minus 
51 Bankroll 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1 Mater lead-in 
5 Speck 
8 Wine region 

12 Shakespearean 
king 

13 401(k) alternative 

14 Clone 

15 Leslie Caron role 

16 Book-spine abbr. 

17 Stench 

18 Italian cheese 
20 Colonial 

newscasters 

22 Neither mate 

23 Follower (Suff.) 

24 Wine valley 
27 Garbanzo bean 

32 -de-France 

33 A billion years 

34 Right angle 

35 Color similar 
to avocado 

38 Wheelchair 
access 

39 Command 
to Rover 

40 Exploit 
42 Anchored 
45 French tower 

designer 

49 Border on 

50 Bristle 

52 Desire 

53 Former frosh 

54 Young bloke 

12-19 CRYPTOQUIP 

GDQK ODWHST RWH OQR KW Q 

FWG HAGCSSCAX KW SYK Q 

TCEECFHSK OCKHQKCWA XW? 

“CK’O KCLY KW LWW WA.” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: PREFERRED PAIN 
RELIEVER BRAND OF WOLVES THAT FEEL SORE 
AFTER HOWLING WAY TOO STRONGLY: BAYER. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals W 
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By Kathleen Parker 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
poiler alert: The House is going to 
impeach President Donald Trump, 
and the Senate will acquit him. 

But you probably already knew 

that. 

Unless we step into an alternate reality, 
in which Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell bursts into gales of laughter and begs 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., to please 
keep talking, it seems likely that the Sen¬ 
ate won’t call any White House officials 
to testify during the trial. McConnell said 
as much Tuesday morning in response to 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer’s request 
that the Senate call four witnesses, includ¬ 
ing acting White House chief of staff Mick 
Mulvaney and former national security ad¬ 
viser John Bolton. 

“It is not the Senate’s job to leap into the 
breach and search desperately for ways 
to get to ‘guilty,’” McConnell said. “That 
would hardly be impartial justice. ... If 
House Democrats’ case is this deficient, 
this thin, the answer is not for the judge 
and jury to cure it here in the Senate. The 
answer is that the House should not im¬ 
peach on this basis in the first place.” 

McConnell criticized the House process 
as rushed and harked back to the good ol’ 
days of 1999 and the trial of then-President 
Bill Clinton as the correct model to follow. 
No witnesses testified in-person then, ei¬ 
ther, though McConnell advocated for it 
and three witnesses were deposed at the 
Senate’s request. As Schumer has pointed 
out, the witnesses Republicans wanted 


By Bruce Klingner, 

Jung Pak and Sue Mi Terry 

Special to the Los Angeles Times 

T he U.S. is moving toward a rup¬ 
ture with two important allies. 
South Korea and Japan. Already, 
President Donald Trump has re¬ 
portedly demanded a fivefold increase in 
the amount South Korea pays toward the 
cost of stationing U.S. forces there, raising 
the amount to $5 billion a year. Reports 
suggest that Washington also is likely to 
seek an increase from Tokyo to support 
the cost of U.S. troops based there in next 
year’s negotiations. 

For decades. Trump has derided Amer¬ 
ica’s allies as “free-riders” who don’t pull 
their own weight. That is an inaccurate de¬ 
piction of the contributions provided to the 
U.S. by South Korea and Japan over the de¬ 
cades. South Korea spends 2.6% of its gross 
domestic product on defense; that’s more 
than any of our European allies. By 2022, 
South Korea will be among the world’s top 
five or six highest spenders on defense. 
Seoul paid 92% of the $11 billion cost for 
building Camp Humphreys, the largest 
U.S. base on foreign soil, and over the last 
four years. South Korea has purchased $13 
billion in arms from the U.S. 

South Korea has fought alongside the 
United States in every conflict since the 
Korean War. Seoul sent 300,000 troops to 
the Vietnam War, and 5,000 of its soldiers 
were killed. At one point, it fielded the 
third-largest troop contingent in Iraq after 
the U.S. and Britain. It has also conduct¬ 
ed anti-piracy operations off Somalia and 
participated in peacekeeping operations in 
Afghanistan, East Timor and elsewhere. 

Due to constraints imposed by the Unit¬ 
ed States after World War II, Japan does 
not spend as large a percentage of its GDP 
on defense as South Korea. But Japan paid 
nearly all the cost of new U.S. military fa¬ 
cilities at Futenma and Iwakuni, as well as 


to appear had already given grand jury 
testimony. 

In contrast, this time around none of 
Schumer’s requested witnesses have been 
heard from in any form or forum. What’s 
clear is that Republicans fear what White 
House officials might say about Trump 
and Ukraine; Democrats fear that Trump 
will not only walk away from the impeach¬ 
ment but also win reelection. Be afraid, be 
very afraid. 

It’s a virtual certainty that Trump will 
emerge relatively unscathed and, credibly, 
unfazed. Not only are his supporters more 
stalwart than ever but, ahem, as I predict¬ 
ed a couple of columns ago, his base is ex¬ 
panding. Since impeachment proceedings 
began, 600,000 new donors have contrib¬ 
uted to the Republican National Commit¬ 
tee, according to Axios. Last week alone, 
just as the House Judiciary Committee 
adopted two articles of impeachment, the 
Trump campaign and RNC together took 
in more than $10 million in small-dollar 
donations. The Democratic National Com¬ 
mittee made no such commensurate gains, 
though some Democrats running against 
designated Republican villains, such as 
California Rep. Devin Nunes, did see an 
uptick in fundraising. 

Suffice to say, the Democrats have prob¬ 
ably damaged themselves more than they 
have Trump, whose approval ratings have 
remained relatively steady between a low 
of 35% in 2017 and a high of 46% in April 
2019 — no matter what he does to whom, 
according to Gallup. The latest Real Clear 
Politics poll average has him at 44% ap¬ 
proval, which is slightly higher than in 


a third of the cost of new facilities on Guam. 
Japan purchases 90% of its weapons and 
defense systems from the U.S. While U.S. 
forces in South Korea are focused on the 
North Korean threat, our forces in Japan 
are free to operate across half the globe. 

Alliances are not valued in dollars and 
cents, and American service members 
are not mercenaries. Excessive U.S. mon¬ 
etary demands degrade alliances based 
on shared principles and goals into mere 
transactional relationships. 

Trump’s actions are at odds with his 
administration’s advocacy of alliances, 
as detailed in the National Security and 
National Defense strategies. Those docu¬ 
ments stress how alliances magnify U.S. 
power, extend American influence and 
form the “backbone of global security.” 
Trump’s demands also run counter to the 
strong congressional and public support 
for these Asian alliances. 

Cost-sharing negotiations are always 
contentious, but the current circumstances 
are especially fraught. The administration 
has made excessive demands in a combat¬ 
ive manner, needlessly straining relations 
with Seoul just as North Korea is growing 
more bellicose. This is a time when allies 
should be standing shoulder to shoulder, 
not bickering over money. 

A collapse of negotiations could cause 
Washington to withdraw some forces. The 
U.S. could reduce troop strength (current¬ 
ly at 28,000 troops) by 5,000 simply by not 
implementing the next rotational deploy¬ 
ment of an Army combat brigade to South 
Korea. South Korean media reported the 
U.S. had threatened to do so, though this 
was denied by the Pentagon. 

Drawing down U.S. forces before re¬ 
ducing the North Korean nuclear, missile 
and conventional threats would be a sign 
of weakness and would risk destabilizing 
the region and emboldening Pyongyang 
to take more provocative actions. It would 
also play into Beijing’s desire to reduce 


early October. 

Meanwhile, the handful of Democratic 
presidential candidates still clinging to 
variations of hope and change face off 
Thursday in Los Angeles at Loyola Mary- 
mount University after barely dodging a 
close encounter with their own petards. A 
weeklong cafeteria workers’ strike at the 
school had threatened to shut down the de¬ 
bate, as no self-respecting Democrat would 
cross a picket line. Fortunately, negotiators 
were able to wrap things up and the debate 
is on. You can feel the excitement. I con¬ 
fess, however, to minor disappointment. 
Not that I have plans that night, but I had 
looked forward to these potential presi¬ 
dents joining the strikers. 

In my daydream, ol’ avuncular Joe 
Biden would embrace every single worker. 
Mayor Pete Buttigieg would tell about the 
cafeteria lady he helped cross the street 
that time at Harvard. Andrew Yang would 
skip the line and negotiate a universal basic 
income. Warren would show up wearing a 
food worker’s hairnet in solidarity. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders would call Larry David to 
stand in so he could go home and rest. 

Sen. Amy Klobuchar would ask one of 
the strikers if she could borrow a comb, 
having brought along her dinner salad. 
And, finally, billionaire Tom Steyer would 
walk the line shaking hands and mutter¬ 
ing, “I’m sorry. I’m sorry.” 

Which is to say: Unless a photo surfaces 
showing latecomer Michael Bloomberg 
shooting a polar bear while slurping an 
extra-large, sugar-laden soda, you can ex¬ 
pect a Trump sequel in 2020. Sorry for the 
spoiler. 


U.S. influence in the region. A troop draw¬ 
down would simply reinforce the negative 
signals sent by Trump’s arbitrary cancel¬ 
lation of military exercises on the Korean 
Peninsula, his troop redeployment in Syria 
and his acceptance of 24 North Korean 
missile launches this year in violation of 
United Nations sanctions. 

The U.S. military presence in Asia has 
signaled Washington’s commitment to de¬ 
fend its allies and maintain peace and sta¬ 
bility in the region. It has also enabled the 
U.S. to respond immediately to threats to 
its national interests. The Trump adminis¬ 
tration’s actions have already raised con¬ 
cerns in South Korea and Japan about the 
continuing viability of the US. as an ally. 

To be sure, there are ways Japan and 
South Korea both need to step up. Japan 
has made significant defense reforms in 
recent years, but more strides are need¬ 
ed to increase its spending and assume a 
greater security role in Asia, such as en¬ 
suring freedom of navigation in the South 
China Sea. South Korea needs to upgrade 
communications systems to enable more 
effective war-fighting capabilities. Both 
allies also need to enhance security coop¬ 
eration with each other. But these issues 
should be addressed in a joint strategy. 

Instead, Trump is trying to shake down 
Seoul and Tokyo. The administration needs 
to drop its unrealistic demands for mas¬ 
sive increases in funding and shift to more 
moderate, incremental increases as part 
of a larger negotiation on roles, missions 
and capabilities needed to secure regional 
peace. The U.S.-South Korean alliance was 
forged in blood during the Korean War. Its 
enduring motto is katchi kapshida (“we go 
together”). The motto cannot become “we 
go together, if we are paid enough.” 

Bruce Klingner is a senior research fellow at 
The Heritage Foundation. Jung Pak is a senior 
fellow at the Brookings Institution. Sue Mi Terry 
is a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. 
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College basketball 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

American U. 82, Mount St. Mary’s 76 
Florida 83, Providence 51 
Georgetown 81, UMBC 55 
Manhattanville 72, York (NY) 71 
Princeton 90, Iona 86, OT 
Robert Morris 83, Cent. Michigan 79 
Yeshiva 97, NJ City 92 
SOUTH 


College football 

1 

Deals 

1 

Pro football 


Campbell 60, Elon 46 
East Carolina 71, Md.-Eastern Shore 57 
Florida St. 98, North Florida 81 
Kent St. 85, NC A&T 71 
Lipscomb 78, Tennessee Tech 60 
Louisiana College 91, Loyola NO 84 
Louisiana Tech 69, NC Central 60 
Miami 78, Temple 77 
South Alabama 89, Alabama A&M 79 
UAB 63, North Alabama 56 
UNC Asheville 78, Stetson 76 
Winthrop 93, SlU-Edwardsville 73 
MIDWEST 

Clarke 105, Briar Cliff 86 
Creighton 83, Oklahoma 73 
Dayton 71, North Texas 58 
Drake 92, Mount Marty 74 
E. Michigan 60, Northeastern 55 
Marquette 93, Grambling St. 72 
North Dakota 109, Northland 50 
Ohio St. 80, SE Missouri 48 
Oral Roberts 97, Chicago St. 59 
Purdue 69, Ohio 51 
Saint Louis 82, Maryville (Mo.) 69 
UMKC 72, Toledo 57 
Wright St. 92, MVSU 50 
SOUTHWEST 
UTEP 67, UC Irvine 61 
FAR WEST 

E. Washington 97, Omaha 56 
N. Colorado 86, Denver 64 
New Mexico 91, Grand Canyon 71 
Pepperdine 77, Portland St. 71 
Stanford 64, San Francisco 56 
Washington 81, Seattle 59 
Weber St. 109, Bethesda 62 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 4 Duke vs. Wofford 
No. 7 Maryland at Seton Halil 
No. 12 Auburn vs. N.C. State 
Friday’s game 
No. 23 Penn State vs. CCSU 
Saturday’s games 

No. 1 Kansas vs. No. 18 Villanova at 
Wells Fargo Center 

No. 2 Gonzaga vs. Eastern Washington 
No. 5 Ohio State vs. No. 6 Kentucky at 
T-Mobile Arena, Las Vegas 

No. 8 Oregon vs. Texas Southern 
No. 11 Memphis vs. Jackson State 
No. 12 Auburn vs. Lehigh 
No. 13 Dayton vs. Colorado at the Unit¬ 
ed Center 

No. 14 Michigan vs. Presbyterian 
No. 15 Michigan State ^ "“ 
Michigan 

No. 16 Arizona vs. St. John’s at the 
Chase Center, San Francisco 

No. 17 Butler vs. Purdue at Bankers 
Life Fieldhouse 

No. 19 Florida State vs. South Florida 
at BB&T Center, Sunrise, Fla. 

No. 20 San Diego State vs. Utah at the 
Staples Center 

No. 21 Tennessee vs. Jacksonville State 
No. 24 Texas Tech vs. UT Rio Grande 
Valley 

No. 25 West Virginia at Youngstown 
State 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Buffalo 67, Dayton 59 
Drexel 69, La Salle 31 
Miami (Ohio) 80, Pittsburgh 71 
Monmouth (NJ) 62, Manhattan 60 

SOUTH 

Alabama 60, Bethune-Cookman 49 

Barton 79, Chowan 56 

Charlotte 61, Delaware 57 

Elon 73, Newberry 53 

Florida 71, Mercer 50 

Florida Gulf Coast 94, CCSU 60 

Jacksonville 88, Florida A&M 54 

James Madison 83, Delaware St. 64 

Miami 79, Binghamton 56 

NC Central 83, Washington Adventist 48 




60 


NC Central 83, Washington Advent 
Niagara 82, Coppin St. 67 

North Alabama 81, Alabama St_ 

South Alabama 68, William Carey 52 
Tennessee Tech 62, W. Carolina 58 
UCF80, Quinnipiac58 
Winthrop 75, UNC Wilmington 63 
Wofford 100, Erskine 38 
MIDWEST 

Cincinnati 62, Alabama A&M 47 
Marquette 65, S. Dakota St. 58 
Omaha 85, Graceland 46 
Valparaiso 55, Morehead St. 53 
W. Illinois 97, SE Missouri 91 
SOUTHWEST 
Memphis 68, UALR 50 
Oklahoma 93, Drake 84 
Oklahoma St. 72, Southern U. 59 
Texas Tech 82, Prairie View 48 
FAR WEST 

Gonzaga 65, Wyoming 54 
Ohio St. 104, Sacramento St. 74 
Weber St. 72, Utah Valley 46 


Bowl schedule 

Friday, Dec. 20 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Buffalo (7-5) vs. Charlotte (7-5) 

Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Utah State (7-5) vs. Kent State (6-6) 

Saturday, Dec. 21 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T (8-3) vs. Alcorn State (9-3) 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Central Michigan (8-5) vs. San Diego 
State (9-3) 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Liberty (7-5) vs. Georgia Southern (7-5) 

Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 

SMU (10-2) vs. FAU (10-3) 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

FlU (6-6) vs. Arkansas State (7-5) 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Boise State (12-1) vs. Washington (7-5) 

New Orleans Bowl 

UAB (9-4) vs. Appalachian State (12-1) 

Monday, Dec. 23 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At Tampa, Fla. 

UCF (9-3) vs. Marshall (8-4) 


BYU (7-5) vs. Hawaii (9-5) 

Thursday, Dec. 26 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Miami (6-6) vs. Louisiana Tech (9-3) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Pittsburgh (7-5) vs. Eastern Michigan 
(6-6) 

Friday, Dec. 27 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

North Carolina (6-6) vs. Temple (8-4) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
New York 

Wake Forest (8-4) vs. Michigan State 
(6-6) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Oklahoma State (8-4) vs. Texas A&M (7-5) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Iowa (9-3) vs. Southern Cal (8-4) 

Cheez-lt Bowl 
Phoenix 

Air Force (10-2) vs. Washington State 
(6-6) 

Saturday, Dec. 28 
Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame (10-2) vs. Iowa State (7-5) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

Penn State (10-2) vs. Memphis (12-1) 

Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

CFP Semifinal, LSU (13-0) vs. Oklaho¬ 
ma (12-1) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

CFP Semifinal, Ohio State (13-0) vs. 
Clemson (13-0) 

Monday, Dec. 30 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Western Kentucky (8-4) vs. Western 
Michigan (7-5) 

Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Mississippi State (6-6) vs. Louisville (7-5) 

Red box Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Illinois (6-6) vs. California (7-5) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

Florida (10-2) vs. Virginia (9-4) 

Tuesday, Dec. 31 


js. Virgin! 

El Paso, Texas 

Florida State (6-6) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Kansas State (8-4) vs. Navy (9-2) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Wyoming (7-5) vs. Georgia State (7-5) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Texas (7-5) vs. Utah (11-2) 


Fight schedule 

Dec. 20 

At Talking Stick Resort Arena, Phoe¬ 
nix, Daniel Jacobs vs. Julio Cesar Chavez 
Jr., 12, super middleweights; Julio Cesar 
Martinez vs. Cristofer Rosales, 12, for 
vacant WBC World flyweight title: Mau¬ 
rice Hooker vs. Pedro Campa, 10, welter¬ 
weights; Daniyar Yeleussinov vs. Alan 
Sanchez, 10, welterweights. 

Dec. 21 

At Toyota Arena, Ontario, Calif., Tony 
Harrison vs. Jermell Charlo, 12, for Har¬ 
rison’s WBC World super welterweight 
title; Hugo Centeno Jr. vs. Juan Macias 
Montiel, 10, middleweights: Jhack Tepora 
vs. Oscar Escandon, 10, featherweights; 
Efe Ajagba vs. lago Kiladze, 10, heavy¬ 
weights; Andre Dirrell vs. Juan Ubaldo 
Cabrera, 10, super middleweights. 

Dec. 23 

At Yokohoma, Japan, Ryota Murata 
vs Steve Butler, 12, for Murata’s WBA 
World middleweight title; Ken Shiro vs. 
Randy Petalcorin, 12, for Shiro’s WBC 
and Alvarado’s IBF junior flyweight titles; 
Moruti Mhtalane vs. Akira Yaegashi, 12, 


Wednesday, Jan. 1 
Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Michigan (9-3) vs. Alabama (10-2) 

Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Minnesota (10-2) vs. Auburn (9-3) 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Oregon (11-2) vs. Wisconsin (10-3) 

Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 

Georgia (11-2) vs. Baylor (11-2) 

Thursday, Jan. 2 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 

Cincinnati (10-3) vs. Boston College (6-6) 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Indiana (8-4) vs. Tennessee (7-5) 

Friday, Jan. 3 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 

Ohio (6-6) vs. Nevada (7-5) 

Saturday, Jan. 4 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Southern Miss (7-5) vs. Tulane (6-6) 
Monday, Jan. 6 
Lendingtree Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Miami (Ohio) (8-5) vs. Louisiana-La- 
fayette (10-3) 

Monday, Jan. 13 
College Football Championship 


Saturday, Jan. 18 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 25 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 

Sunday, Jan. 26 
Hula Bowl 
At Honolulu 
East vs. West 

NCAA FCS playoffs 

Quarterfinals 
Friday, Dec. 13 

James Madison 17, Northern Iowa 0 
Montana State 24, Austin Peay 10 
Weber State 17, Montana 10 

Saturday, Dec. 14 

North Dakota State 9, Iliinois State 3 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 21 

North Dakota State (14-0) vs. Montana 
State (11-3) 

James Madison (13-1) vs. Weber State 
(11-3) 

Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 11 
At Frisco, Texas 

Semifinai winners 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 14 

Minnesota State 58, Siippery Rock 15 
West Fiorida 28, Ferris State 14 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 21 
At McKinney, Texas 

Minnesota State (14-0) vs. West Fior¬ 
ida (12-2) 

NCAA Division III playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 14 

North Central (III.) 45, Muhlenberg 14 
Wisconsin-Whitewater 35, Saint John’s 
(Minn.) 32 

Championship 
Friday, Dec. 20 
At Shenandoah, Texas 

North Central (III.) (13-1) vs. Wiscon¬ 
sin-Whitewater (13-1) 

NAIA playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 21 
At Grambling, La. 

Morningside (13-0) vs. Marian (Ind.) 
(12-0) 


for Mhtalane’s IBF flyweight title. 

Dec. 28 

At Marseille, France, Arsen 
Goulamirian vs. Constantin Bejenaru, 
12, for Goulamirian’s WBA Super World 
cruiserweight title. 

At State Farm Arena, Atlanta, Ger- 
vonta Davis vs. Yuriorkis Gamboa, 12, for 
the vacant WBA World lightweight title; 
Jean Pascal vs. Badou Jack, 12, for Pas¬ 
cal’s WBA World light heavyweight title; 
Angelo Leo vs. Cesar Juarez, 12, super 
bantamweights; Jose Uzcategui vs. Lio- 
nell Thompson, 10, super middleweights; 
Petros Ananyan vs. Juan Heraldez, 10, 
super lightweights: Malik Hawkins vs. 
Darwin Price, 10, super lightweighi 
Ahmed Elbiali vs. Brian Vera, 10, lig 
heavyweights. 

Dec. 31 

At Tokyo, Kazuto loka vs. Jeyvier Cin¬ 
tron, 12, for loka’s WBO super flyweight 
title: Kosei Tanaka vs. Wulan Tuolehazi, 
12, for Tanaka’s WBO flyweight title. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Named Mike 
Bell bench coach. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Agreed 
to terms with LHP Madison Bumgarner 
on a five-year contract. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Named Joe 
Mather assistant hitting coach. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Named War¬ 
ren Schaeffer manager for Albuquerque 
(PCD. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Agreed to 
terms with OF Avisail Garcia on a two- 
year contract and with 1B/3B Ryon Healy 
on a one-year contract. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Named Oscar 
Marin pitching coach. Agreed to terms 
with C Luke Malle on a one-year con¬ 
tract. Agreed to terms with OF Socrates 
Brito, LHP Miguel Del Pozo, INF Phillip 
Evans and RHP Hector Noesi on minor 
league contracts. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Kwang Hyun Kim on a 
two-year contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS - Signed C 
Anzejs Pasecniks to a two-way contract. 
Waived G Chris Chiozza. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Suspended Denver S Kareem 
Jackson for the final two regular season 
games for violating the league’s sub¬ 
stance abuse policy. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Placed DE Takk 
McKinley on IR. Signed DE Austin Larkin. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Signed LB 
Brady Sheldon from the practice squad. 
Waived DE Anthony Zettel. 

DALLAS COWBOYS - Signed LB Mal¬ 
colm Smith. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Signed CB Ali- 
jah Holder. Placed S Kareem Jackson on 
the reserve/suspended list. Signed S P.J. 
Locke and DL Jay-Tee Tiuli to their prac¬ 
tice squad. 

DETROIT LIONS - Placed QB Matthew 
Stafford on IR. Signed LB Christian Sam 
and DT Olive Sagapolu to the practice 
squad. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Signed LB Calvin 
Munson from New England’s practice 
squad. Placed LB Raekwon McMillan on 
IR. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Place TE Evan 
Engram on IR. Signed WR David Sills from 
the practice squad. Signed OT Nate Woz- 
niak to the practice squad. 

NEW YORK JETS - Placed OL Chuma 
Edoga and WR Jeff Smith on IR. Signed 
WR Keon Hatcher to the practice squad. 
Released C Ryan Crozier. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Waived K Ryan 
Santoso. Signed CB Kareem Orr to the 
practice squad. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Placed CB 
Jimmy Moreland, WR Trey Quinn and G 
Brandon Scherff on the IR. Signed DB 
Coty Sensabaugh and DB Kayvon Web¬ 
ster. Signed DE Cameron Malveaux to the 
practice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled G Adin 
Hill from Tucson (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Recalled D 
Brian Lashoff from Grand Rapids (AHL). 
Placed D Jonathan Ericsson on injured 
reserve. Placed G Jimmy Howard on 
long-term injured reserve retroactive to 
Nov. 27 and assigned him to Grand Rap¬ 
ids for conditioning. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Assigned G 
Evan Cormier to Binghamton (AHL). Re¬ 
called G Gilles Senn from Binghamton. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

MLS — Awarded Charlotte an expan¬ 
sion team to begin play in 2021. 

ATLANTA UNITED - Agreed to terms 
with D Brook Lennon on a multiyear 
contract through 2023. Re-signed G Alec 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION - Signed 
D Seth Sinovic. 

National Women’s Soccer League 

SKY BLUE FC — Named Freya Coombe 
coach. 

WASHINGTON SPIRIT - Signed F Jen¬ 
na Hellstrom. 


AP sportlight 
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NFL 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T 

x-New England 11 3 0 
x-Buffalo ■ " 


5 9 0 


Houston 9 5 0 

Tennessee 860 
Indianapolis 6 8 0 

Jacksonville 5 9 0 

North 

•Baltimore 12 2 0 


6 8 0 
L 13 0 


y-Baltimor( 

Pittsburgh 
Cleveland 

Cincinnati _ __ _ 

West 

y-Kansas City 10 4 0 
Oakland 6 8 0 

Denver 590 

L.A. Chargers 5 9 0 .357 2' 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 
L T 


Pet PF PA 

786 372 181 
714 291 222 
357 247 343 
214 241 435 

643 341 330 
571 339 279 
429 303 329 
357 250 353 

857 472 257 
571 269 259 
429 297 329 
071 211 359 


714 394 284 
429 274 386 
357 239 284 
357 299 290 


Dallas 

Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 
Washington 


7 7 0 
7 7 0 
3 11 0 
3 11 0 
South 
y-New Orleans 11 3 0 

Tampa Bay 7 7 0 

Atlanta 5 9 0 

Carolina 5 9 0 


Pet PF PA 

500 378 288 
500 334 328 
214 283 382 
214 215 347 

786 378 303 
500 416 398 
357 329 365 
357 324 390 


786 330 283 
714 378 259 
500 256 253 
250 304 373 

786 419 258 
786 371 345 
571 332 306 
321 310 398 


10 

At Ocean Resort Casino, Atlantic City, 
N.J., Shohjahon Ergashev vs. Keith Hunt¬ 
er, 10, super lightweights. 


Dec. 19 

1913 — Heavyweight champion Jack 
Johnson fights to a 10-round draw with 
Battling Jim Johnson in Paris. 

1917 - The NHL begins play. Joe Malo¬ 
ne of the Montreal Canadians scores five 
goals in a 9-4 victory over the Ottawa 
Senators. Harry Hyland of the Montreal 
Wanderers scores five goals in a 10-9 vic¬ 
tory over the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

1943 — Harry Lumley, at 17 years and 
38 days old, becomes the youngest goal- 
tender in NHL history when he plays for 
the Detroit Red Wings in a 6-2 loss to the 
New York Rangers at Madison Square 
Garden. 

1948 — The Cleveland Browns com¬ 
plete an undefeated season, beating the 
Buffalo Bills 49-7 in the AAFC champion¬ 
ship game. Marion Motley rushes for 133 
yards and three touchdowns for the 15-0 
Browns. 

1948 — The Philadelphia Eagles beat 
the Chicago Cardinals 7-0 in a major 
snowstorm for the NFL title. Philadel¬ 
phia’s Bucko Kilroy recovers a fumble on 
the 17-yard line in the fourth quarter, and 
Steve Van---'-" 


1 Buren later scores from the 5. 


x-Green Bay 11 3 0 

Minnesota 10 4 0 

Chicago 7 7 0 

Detroit 3 10 1 

West 

x-San Franciscoll 3 0 

x-Seattle 11 3 0 

L.A. Rams 8 6 0 

Arizona 4 9 1 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Thursday, Dec. 12 
Baltimore 42, N.Y. Jets 21 
Sunday, Dec. 15 
Kansas City 23, Denver 3 
Tampa Bay 38, Detroit 17 
Houston 24, Tennessee 21 
N.Y. Giants 36, Miami 20 
Seattle 30, Carolina 24 
Green Bay 21, Chicago 13 
New England 34, Cincinnati 13 
Philadelphia 37, Washington 27 
Arizona 38, Cleveland 24 
Jacksonville 20, Oakland 16 
Minnesota 39, L.A. Chargers 10 
Atlanta 29, San Francisco 22 
Dallas 44, L.A. Rams 21 
Buffalo 17, Pittsburgh 10 
Monday, Dec. 16 
New Orleans 34, Indianapolis 7 
Saturday’s games 
Houston at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at New England 
L.A. Rams at San Francisco 
Sunday’s games 
N.Y. Giants at Washington 
Cincinnati at Miami 
New Orleans at Tennessee 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Jets 
Baltimore at Cleveland 
Carolina at Indianapolis 
Jacksonville at Atlanta 
Oakland at L.A. Chargers 
Detroit at Denver 
Arizona at Seattle 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
Kansas City at Chicago 

Monday’s game 
Green Bay at Minnesota 

NFL calendar 

Jan. 4-5 — Wild-card playoffs. 

Jan. 11-12 — Divisional playoffs. 

Jan. 19 — AFC, NFC championship 
games. 

Jan. 26 — Pro Bowl. 

Feb. 2 — Super Bowl, Miami Gardens, 
Fla. 

Feb. 24-March 2 — NFL scouting com¬ 
bine, Indianapolis. 

Feb. 25 — First day for clubs to desig¬ 
nate franchise or transition players. 

March 10 — Deadline for clubs to des¬ 
ignate franchise or transition players be¬ 
fore 4 p.m. EDT 

March 18 — Free agency, trading peri¬ 
ods begin, 4 p.m. EDT 

March 29-April 1 — Annual league 
meeting. Palm Beach, Fla. 


1976 — The Pittsburgh Steelers beat 
the Baltimore Colts 40-14 in an AFC play¬ 
off game. Ten minutes after the game, 
Donald Kroner, a former charter pilot, 
crashes a rented, low-wing. Piper Chero¬ 
kee into the upper deck of Memorial Sta- 

1987 — Boston and St. Louis combine 
for the fastest two goals in NHL history. 
Ken Linseman puts the Bruins ahead 6-5 
with 10 seconds left in the third period. 
Doug Gilmour of Boston wins the faceoff 
and shoots the puck into an empty net 
two seconds later to wrap up a 7-5 win 
over the Blues at Boston Garden. 

1990 — Los Angeles Raiders running 
back Bo Jackson is named to the AFC 
team, as a reserve, becoming the first 
athlete chosen for All-Star games in two 

2007 — New York Islanders forward 
Chris Simon is banned for 30 games, 
drawing the longest suspension in NHL 
history again. Simon’s latest infraction 
was stepping on Pittsburgh’s Jarkko 
Ruutu with his skate during a Dec. 15 
game. This is the seventh suspension of 
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NBA 


Roundup 

Pacers halt 
Lakers' road 
winning streak 



Michael Conroy/AP 


Indiana Pacers forward Domantas Sabonis, right, passes around Los 
Angeles Lakers guard Kentavious Caldwell-POpe. Sabonis had 26 
points to lead the Pacers to a 105-102 win Tuesday in Indianapolis. 


Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Doman¬ 
tas Sabonis scored 26 points and 
Malcolm Brogdon made a tie¬ 
breaking reverse layup with 36.4 
seconds left Tuesday night to give 
the Indiana Pacers a 105-102 vic¬ 
tory over Los Angeles, snapping 
the Lakers’ 14-game road win¬ 
ning streak. 

Brogdon dribbled past Dwight 
Howard and then used the rim to 
protect the ball as he made the 
shot. Sabonis followed by hitting 
one of two free throws with 10.7 
seconds remaining. 

LeBron James had 20 points, 
nine rebounds and nine assists 
but missed a three-pointer that 
would have given the Lakers the 
lead with 11.7 seconds to go. Los 
Angeles also missed two shots on 
its final possession while trying 
to force overtime. 

The Lakers looked as though 
they had taken control with a 9- 
0 run for a 95-91 lead midway 
through the fourth quarter. But 
Indiana responded just as it had 
all night as the Lakers played 
without All-Star forward Antho¬ 
ny Davis. 

Clippers 120, Suns 99: Paul 
George scored 24 points, Kawhi 
Leonard added 20 and Los An¬ 
geles returned home after two 
weeks away to beat Phoenix. 

Leonard and George teamed 
up in a dominant third quarter 
that saw the Clippers stretch 
their lead from five points to 21 
by the time it was over. The two 


superstars combined to score 18 
points in a 32-16 run that sent Los 
Angeles into the fourth leading 
90-69. 

Lou Williams added 20 points 
for the Clippers, scoring their 
first 11 of the fourth — including 
three three-pointers. Ivica Zubac 
had 12 points in helping the team 
win its 12th in a row over the Suns 
in Los Angeles. 

Kelly Oubre Jr. scored 19 
points and Deandre Ayton added 
18 points and 12 rebounds in his 
return from a 25-game NBA sus¬ 
pension for Phoenix, which lost 
its fourth in a row. 

Hornets 110, Kings 102: 
Malik Monk scored 14 of his 
season-high 23 points in the 
fourth quarter, and host Char¬ 
lotte spoiled De’Aaron Fox’s re¬ 
turn from injury with a win over 
Sacramento. 

Cody Zeller had 17 points and 
nine rebounds, and Bismack Bi- 
yombo added 10 points and 12 
rebounds as the Hornets (13-17) 
won for the fourth time in five 
games. 

Fox was back on the floor after 
missing 17 games with a left ankle 
sprain and led the Kings (12-15) 
with 19 points in 30 minutes. 

Monk scored eight straight 
points in the fourth quarter, in¬ 
cluding a pair of threes. 

Jazz 109, Magic 102: Dono¬ 
van Mitchell scored 30 points, in¬ 
cluding eight as host Utah closed 
the game with a 19-5 run to beat 
Orlando. 


With his team trailing 97-90, 
Mitchell awoke a moribund of¬ 
fense and energized the crowd 
with a highlight-reel dunk in traf¬ 
fic. That sparked the clinching 
spurt for the Jazz (16-11), who 
have won three in a row. 

Bojan Bogdanovic scored nine 
of his 30 points during the late 
surge, and Joe Ingles had 16 
points and 12 rebounds. 

D.J. Augustin had 22 points 
off the bench and Evan Fournier 
added 19 for the Magic, who fell 
to 12-15. 


Knicks 143, Hawks 120: 

Rookie RJ Barrett scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 27 points as host New 
York ran away from Trae Young 
and Atlanta. 

Mitchell Robinson had a ca¬ 
reer-best 22 points along with 
13 rebounds, and Marcus Mor¬ 
ris also scored 22 for the Knicks, 
who have won three of four after 
a 10-game losing streak. 

Young scored 42 points for 
the Hawks, who lost their fifth 
straight. De’Andre Hunter added 
19 points. 


Nets hand Pelicans franchise-record 13th straight loss 


By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Spencer Dinwiddie and 
the Brooklyn Nets didn’t sound bothered that 
a team that hasn’t won in almost a month took 
them to overtime. 

They were more gratified to know their de¬ 
fense could bail them out on nights when shots 
aren’t falling. 

Dinwiddie scored 31 points and the Brook¬ 
lyn Nets beat New Orleans 108-101 in over¬ 
time Tuesday night, extending the Pelicans’ 
franchise-long losing streak to 13 games. 

“I know I sound like a broken record, but 
it’s the same old thing,” Dinwiddie said. “If we 
can hold a team to 100, then we have a chance 
to win. 

“Tonight, we were pretty bad offensively,” 
he added. 

Joe Harris scored 24 points as he and Din¬ 
widdie scored more than half of the Nets’ 
points on a night when they shot 41.7% (40- 
for-96) and missed 28 of 39 threes. 

“The shots will definitely come. We’ve just 
got to continue to be aggressive,” Harris said. 


“Sometimes you’re going to have a couple of 
games — a stretch — where you might be off, 
but what’s important is that the defense has 
been constant throughout. That’s something 
that’s really encouraging, that when you can 
play that solid defensively and give yourself a 
chance to win.” 

Harris curled to the right wing on a play 
drawn up out of a timeout, received the in¬ 
bound pass and immediately pulled up for his 
fifth three of the game to put Brooklyn ahead 
104-98 with 1:28 to go in the extra period. 

Brandon Ingram quickly responded with a 
three, but the Pelicans, who missed 71 of 108 
shots on the night, got no closer. 

“The guys, they are still competing and 
playing hard,” Pelicans coach Alvin Gentry 
said. “This was probably our best defensive 
game against a team that’s really a good offen¬ 
sive team.... I didn’t think we got discouraged. 
I thought we played. I thought we battled. We 
just came up short.” 

Ingram had 22 points and 10 rebounds but 
missed 10 of his first 11 shots before scoring 
all but two of his points after halftime. Jrue 
Holiday scored 21 points for the Pelicans, who 


kept the game competitive despite shooting 
34.3% and missing 29 of 40 from three-point 
range. 

Jarrett Allen had 12 points, 14 rebounds 
and tied a career-high with six blocks for the 
Nets, who’ve won five of seven. 

“It was an ugly game,” said Allen, whose 
transition dunk tied the game at 93 in the 
final minute of regulation. “I don’t know how 
we pulled it out.” 

No team led by more than eight points in a 
game with 14 lead changes and 13 ties. 

Brooklyn looked primed to take control 
when Taurean Prince scored his first points 
of the game on a transition three with 2:53 left 
in regulation for an 89-83 Nets lead. 

But the Pelicans quickly responded with 
Holiday’s layup and Lonzo Ball’s three, then 
took a 93-91 lead when Holiday was fouled 
while attempting a two-handed dunk that 
rolled in off the front rim. 

Holiday and Dinwiddie both missed threes 
in the final half-minute of regulation. 

“They’re going to break their streak. We’re 
just happy it wasn’t against us,” said Nets 
guard and former LSU star Garrett Temple. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 

Oriando 

Chariotte 

Washington 

Atianta 

Miiwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cieveiand 


15 12 .556 AVz 

7 21 .250 13 

Southeast Division 


13 17 .433 T’/z 

8 17 .320 10 

6 22 .214 13'/2 

Centrai Division 

‘ .857 - 


9 .679 . 

16 .407 12'/2 

19 .345 14'/2 

21 .222 17'/2 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
Memphis 
NewOrieans 

Northwest Division 
Denver 17 8 

Utah 16 11 

OkiahomaCity 12 14 

Portiand 


22 .214 13 


Minnesota 


10 


8 .724 3'/2 

. ll'/2 


Pacific Division 

L.A. Lakers 24 

L.A. Ciippers 

Sacramento __ _ 

Phoenix 11 16 .407 12'/2 

Goiden State 5 23 .179 19 

Monday’s games 
Washington 133, Detroit 119 
Toronto 133, Cleveland 113 
Dallas 120, Milwaukee 116 
Houston 109, San Antonio 107 
Memphis 118, Miami 111 
Oklahoma City 109, Chicago 106 
Portland 111, Phoenix 110 
Tuesday’s games 
Charlotte 110, Sacramento 102 
Indiana 105, L.A. Lakers 102 
New York 143, Atlanta 120 
Brooklyn 108, New Orleans 101, OT 
Utah 109, Orlando 102 
L.A. Clippers 120, Phoenix 99 
Wednesday’s games 
Charlotte at Cleveland 
Chicago at Washington 
Miami at Philadelphia 
Toronto at Detroit 
Memphis at Oklahoma City 
New Orleans at Minnesota 
Orlando at Denver 
Boston at Dallas 
Golden State at Portland 

Thursday’s games 
Utah at Atlanta 
L.A. Lakers at Milwaukee 
Brooklyn at San Antonio 
Houston at L.A. Clippers 
Friday’s games 
Memphis at Cleveland 
Sacramento at Indiana 
Detroit at Boston 
Washington at Toronto 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
New York at Miami 
Phoenix at Oklahoma City 
Minnesota at Denver 
Orlando at Portland 
New Orleans at Golden State 

NBA Leaders 

Scoring 

G FG FT PTSAVG 

Harden, HOU 27 301 312 1049 38.9 

Antetokounmpo, MIL 27 317 177 855 31.7 


Doncic, DAL 
Young, ATL 
Beal, WAS 
Davis, LAL 
Towns, MIN 
Lillard, POR 
James, LAL 
Leonard, LAC 
Mitchell, UTA 
Booker, PHX 
Slakam, TOR 
Wiggins, MIN 
Ingram, NOR 
LaVine, CHI 
Walker, BOS 
Westbrook, HOU 
Emblid, PHL 
McCollum, POR 


Gobert, UTA 
Allen, BRO 
Holmes, SAC 
Clarke, MEM 
Capela, HOU 
Whiteside, POR 
Adams, OKC 


25 236 184 732 29.3 

27 253 165 764 28.3 

25 238 151 695 27.8 

26 250 182 712 27.4 

23 207 113 609 26.5 

25 205 166 658 26.3 

28 281 103 726 25.9 
21 186 128 536 25.5 

27 253 113 680 25.2 

24 213 121 601 25.0 

26 243 104 651 25.0 

21 197 85 525 25.0 
24 214 116 598 24.9 

29 231 122 673 23.2 

23 174 96 531 23.1 

24 204 112 548 22.8 

22 159 159 501 22.8 

27 234 48 586 21.7 
cent^age 

141 208 


159 256 

110 182 


Drummond, DET 
Capela, HOU 
Gobert, UTA 
Sabonis, IND 


621 


Rebounds 

GOFF DEFTOTAVG 

25 115 301 416 16.6 
23 97 242 339 14.7 
25 88 260 348 13.9 

_ 26 88 259 347 13.3 

Antetoknmpo, MIL 27 72 274 346 12.8 
Whiteside, POR 24 86 214 300 12.5 

Embiid, PHL 22 53 218 271 12.3 

G AST AVG 

James, LAL 28 297 10.6 

Rubio, PHX 22 209 9.5 

Doncic, DAL 25 222 8.9 

Young, ATL 27 230 8.5 

Simmons, PHL 26 213 8.2 

Brogdon, IND 24 182 7.6 

Harden, HOU 27 201 7.4 

Graham, CHA 30 223 7.4 

Lillard, POR 25 185 7.4 

Westbrook, HOU 24 173 7.2 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Roundup 

No. 5 Buckeyes bounce back, rout Redhawks 



Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Ohio 
State coach Chris Holtmann was 
interested to see how his team 
would bounce back after suffer¬ 
ing its first loss of the season on 
Sunday at Minnesota. 

Holtmann was not impressed, 
however, after his Buckeyes com¬ 
mitted 13 first-half turnovers and 
led struggling Southeast Mis¬ 
souri State by just nine points at 
halftime. 

But the fifth-ranked Buckeyes 
pulled it together with a com¬ 
manding 22-2 second-half run 
and pulled away for an 80-48 vic¬ 
tory over the visiting Redhawks. 

“I’m frustrated with the turn¬ 
overs,” Holtmann said. “I’m dis¬ 
appointed and frustrated, and 
we’ve got to figure out how to 
correct it. But I also recognize we 
had some youth out there, too.” 

Kaleb Wesson scored 18 points 
and grabbed 10 rebounds to lead 
Ohio State (10-1), which dropped 
two spots in the AP Top 25 after 
the loss to Minnesota. 

“We just weren’t playing Ohio 
State basketball,” Wesson said 
of his team’s play at Minnesota, 
as well as the first half against 
Southeast Missouri State. “We 
had to get out of our own way a 
little bit. We needed to go back to 
having fun.” 

Andre Wesson scored 14 points, 
while Kyle Young and D.J. Car¬ 
ton each had 10 points for the 
Buckeyes. 

D.Q. Nicholas and Isaiah Gable 
each had 10 points for the Red¬ 
hawks (3-8), who shot 27% from 
the floor (16-for-60) in losing 
their fourth straight game. 

“There’s a reason they are a 
top-five team,” Southeast Mis¬ 
souri State coach Rick Ray said. 
“I imagine they will stay that 
way with all the weapons they 
have and how locked in they are 
defensively.” 

Ohio State hit 64% of its shots 
from the floor (14-for-22) in the 
first half But the Buckeyes only 
led 35-26 at the break because of 
turnovers. 

“We didn’t play with enough 
force and strength in the first 
half,” Holtmann said. “It was 
passing, catching, feeding the 


post, catching with one hand or 
we didn’t run the right play and 
we ran into bodies. It’s all stuff we 
need to work through.” 

No. 13 Dayton 71 , North 
Texas 58: Jalen Crutcher and 
Ryan Mikesell scored 16 points 
apiece, and the host Flyers finally 
shook free at the end to beat the 
Mean Green. 

Dayton (9-1) took the court 
with its highest ranking since 
December 1968, when it made it 
as high as No. 6. A sloppy second 
half kept it close. 

The Flyers turned it over eight 
times in the second half, helping 
North Texas (4-7) cut the lead to 
nine points with six minutes left. 
Crutcher hit an unguarded three- 
pointer that blunted the come¬ 
back, and the Mean Green fell 


short in their bid for a fourth all- 
time win over a ranked team. 

Javion Hamlet had 19 points, 
and Zachary Simmons added 18 
for North Texas. 

No. 19 Florida State 98, 
North Florida 81: Balsa Koprivi- 
ca scored 15 points and fellow big 
man Dominik Olejniczak added 
11 as the host Seminoles beat the 
Ospreys. 

The 7-footers were able to capi¬ 
talize on their height advantage, 
making shots in the lane and 
leading Florida State to a 39-27 
rebounding edge. Koprivica was 
6-for-8 from the floor, while Ole¬ 
jniczak went 5-for-7. 

M. J. Walker had 11 points, one 
of seven Seminoles who scored in 
double figures. Florida State (9-2) 
has won 12 straight home games 


in a streak that dates to the 2018- 
19 season. 

Ivan Gandia-Rosa scored 23 
points, knocking down four three- 
pointers for North Florida (7-6). 

No. 22 Washington 81, Seattle 
59: Isaiah Stewart dominated in¬ 
side while scoring a season-high 
27 points, Quade Green added 20 
and the host Huskies pulled away 
late from their crosstown rival. 

Stewart was mostly unstoppa¬ 
ble in the post when Washington 
(8-2) could get the ball to its bruis¬ 
ing forward. The freshman made 
11 of 14 shots and grabbed 13 re¬ 
bounds on a night when the Hus¬ 
kies were outplayed for stretches 
by the Redhawks (6-6). 

Terrell Brown scored 15 of 
his 21 points in the first half for 
Seattle, which shot just 21.7% on 


three-pointers. 

The Redhawks are still seeking 
their first win over Washington 
since moving back to the Division 
I level and restarting the cross¬ 
town matchup a decade ago. Se¬ 
attle’s last win over the Huskies 
came in 1978. 

Air Force 99, Johnson & 
Wales 42: Freshman Carter 
Murphy came off the bench to 
score 14 points, hitting all four of 
his three-point tries, and the host 
Falcons flew past the Division III 
Wildcats. 

All 15 Air Force players scored 
and Murphy’s points were his first 
of the season. Chris Joyce had 12 
points, Caleb Morris scored 11 
and Isaac Monson and Mason 
Taylor tossed in 10 apiece. 


2020 Ford 
Escape 

STYLE, COMFORT 
AND FUN ALL IN ONE 



MGS 

MILITARY AUTOSOURCE 


Shop inventory or custom order: militaryautosource.com/escape 
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Cirelli’s OT goal carries 
Lightning past Senators 


By Mark Didtler 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Tampa Bay 
needed extra time for a win over 
rebuilding Ottawa in a game 
where one Lightning star was 
benched. 

With Nikita Kucherov spectat¬ 
ing after a costly turnover, Antho¬ 
ny Cirelli scored with 19 seconds 
left in overtime and Tampa Bay 
beat the Senators 4-3 Tuesday 
night. 

“He willed us to two points to¬ 
night, that’s what he did,” Tampa 
Bay coach Jon Cooper said. 

Cirelli split two defenders near 
the blue line and lifted a shot past 
Marcus Hogberg. 

“I saw a little bit of a gap there. 
I just used my speed. Lucky to get 
by them and just want to get one 
on net,” Cirelli said. 

Tampa Bay also got goals from 
Kucherov, Cedric Paquette and 
Brayden Point, and Andrei Vasi- 
levskiy made 25 saves. Kucherov, 
the NHL MVP last season, sat 
out the third period and over¬ 
time. Kucherov has 10 goals and 
30 points in 26 games against 
Ottawa. 

“As a coach, we were making 
decisions and that was what was 
best for us to win tonight,” Coo¬ 
per said. “He’s a huge part of our 
team. It could’ve been anybody. 
As a group we put ourselves in 
this position. We wanted to win 
this game tonight and this is what 
we’re going with.” 

The Lightning were looking to 
rebound following a 5-2 loss to 
NHL-leading Washington on Sat¬ 
urday night. 

Mark Borowiecki, Connor 
Brown and Anthony Duclair 
scored for the Senators, who were 
coming off a 6-1 loss Monday 
night at Florida. Hogberg, play¬ 
ing in his third game this season 
and seventh overall, stopped 36 
shots. 

“We did the little things that 
we had to do,” Ottawa coach D. J. 
Smith said. “Certainly our goalie 
kept us alive, but that’s a team 
that’s built to win right now. We 
have a lot of kids over here that 
are learning day to day and these 
are valuable lessons for us. I really 
like the way we stuck together.” 

Duclair got his ninth goal over 
the last seven games on a break¬ 
away after Kucherov’s turnover 
as the Senators tied it at 3-3 at 
15:46 of the second. 

Hogberg, looking for his first 
NHL win, made several strong 
saves during the first half of the 
third before the Senators’ low¬ 
est-ranked power play failed to 
score while Tampa Bay star Ste¬ 
ven Stamkos served 4 minutes for 
high-sticking at 9:51. 

Kucherov opened the scoring 
7:27 into the game from the high 
slot. Hogberg lost his stick while 
moving to his right to try to stop 
Victor Hedman’s in-close shot 
and was scrambling to get back 
in position as the Lightning right 
wing got his 199th career goal. 

After Borowiecki stopped a 16- 
game goal drought at 11:05 of the 
first, Paquette made it 2-1 with 
2:38 left in the first. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Boston 

Buffalo 

Montreal 

Toronto 

Tampa Bay 

Florida 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

35 21 7 7 49 118 90 

35 16 12 7 39 110 108 

34 16 12 6 38 108 108 

35 17 14 4 38 115 112 

37 114 103 
37 115 109 
31 94 113 


32 17 12 

33 16 12 

35 14 18 


9 24 3 21 79 1 


Metropoiitan Division 


Washington 
N.Y. Islanders 32 22 8 

Carolina 34 21 11 

Pittsburgh 34 20 10 

Philadelphia 34 18 11 

N.Y. Rangers 33 16 13 

Columbus 34 14 14 

New Jersey 32 10 17 


53 125 100 
46 95 80 
44 113 89 
44 114 90 
41 105 100 
36 105 106 
34 87 101 
25 77 115 


St. Louis 
Colorado 
Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

Arizona 

Edmonton 

Calgary 

Vancouver 


Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
‘ V L OT Pts GF GA 


34 13 15 6 

Pacific Division 

36 20 12 4 

37 19 13 5 

36 19 13 4 

36 18 14 4 

35 16 15 4 

36 16 18 2 

36 15 18 3 


_ 107 95 
45 119 91 
42 104 97 

42 91 82 
37 115 106 
37 107 115 

32 94 no 

44 100 86 

43 112 105 
42 108 no 
40 96 108 
36 111 108 
34 98 125 

33 94 114 
32 88 101 

point 


Los Angeles 

Anaheim I't id 

Note: Two points for ...,_ 

for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Monday’s games 
Florida 6, Ottawa 1 
Nashvilie 5, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Coiumbus 3, Washington 0 
St. Louis 5, Coiorado 2 
Edmonton 2, Daiias 1 

Tuesday’s games 
Tampa Bay 4, Ottawa 3, OT 
Toronto 5, Buffaio 3 
Los Angeles 4, Boston 3, OT 
Nashville 8, N.Y. Islanders 3 
Philadelphia 4, Anaheim 1 
Columbus 5, Detroit 3 
Carolina 6, Winnipeg 3 
Pittsburgh 4, Calgary 1 
Montreal 3, Vancouver 1 
Vegas 3, Minnesota 2 
Arizona 3, San Jose 2 

Wednesday’s games 
Anaheim at New Jersey 
Colorado at Chicago 
Edmonton at St. Louis 

Thursday’s games 
Buffalo at Philadelphia 
Los Angeles at Columbus 
Dallas at Tampa Bay 
N.Y. Islanders at Boston 
Nashville at Ottawa 
Chicago at Winnipeg 
Carolina at Colorado 
Montreal at Calgary 
Minnesota at Arizona 
Vegas at Vancouver 

Friday’s games 
Washington at New Jersey 
Dallas at Florida 
Toronto at N.Y. Rangers 
Pittsburgh at Edmonton 

Scoring leaders 

Through Tuesday 

GP G A PTS 

Connor McDavid, EDM 36 20 39 59 

Leon DraisaitI, EDM 36 21 36 57 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 33 20 31 51 

Brad Marchand, BOS 35 18 33 51 

JackEichel, BUF 35 24 26 50 

David Pastrnak, BOS 35 28 21 49 

John Carlson, WAS 35 12 33 45 

Artemi Panarin, NYR 33 20 23 43 

Jonathan Huberdeau, FLA 33 11 30 41 

Patrick Kane, CHI 34 18 22 40 

Aleksander Barkov, FLA 33 11 26 37 

Auston Matthews, TOR 35 21 15 36 

Jake Guentzel, PIT 34 17 19 36 

Mark Scheifele, WPG 34 16 20 36 

4 tied with 35 pts. 


Point scored at 3:32 of the sec¬ 
ond but Brown got the goal back 
29 seconds later. 

With defensemen Dylan DeMe- 
lo and Nikita Zaitsev out with in¬ 
juries, Ottawa’s Thomas Chabot 
played 37:50. 

“The minutes certainly were a 
little high,” Smith said. “I don’t 
know if it’s the highest in the NHL 
this year but he was certainly re¬ 
ally good. It’s not ideal for the long 
run certainly. We needed a point 
or better and we got it.” 



Charles Krupa/AP 


Los Angeles Kings center Anze Kopitar, back, is congratulated by teammates after his game-winning 
goal against Boston Bruins goaltender Tuukka Rask in a 4-3 overtime victory Tuesday in Boston. 

Roundup 


Kopitar caps Kings' win 

Overtime goal rallies Los Angeles past Boston, 4-3 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — Anze Kopitar 
scored at 3:23 of overtime and the 
Los Angeles Kings rallied to beat 
the Boston Bruins 4-3 on Tuesday 
night. 

Kopitar beat Tuukka Rask with 
a high wrist shot after Jonathan 
Quick had come up with a huge 
save at the other end, giving the 
Kings their fourth win in five 
games and extending their best 
stretch of the season (4-0-1). 

Blake Lizotte had a goal and 
an assist for Los Angeles, which 
couldn’t hold on to leads of 1- 
0 and 2-1 before rallying for a 
thrilling finish. Down 3-2 late in 
the third, the Kings pulled Quick 
for an extra skater and tied it on 
Matt Roy’s slap shot with 2:01 left 
in regulation. 

Adrian Kempe also scored for 
Los Angeles and Quick finished 
with 37 saves. 

Maple Leafs 5, Sabres 3: 

Auston Matthews scored twice 
and host Toronto held on to beat 
Buffalo. 

Frederik Gauthier had a goal 
and an assist, and Dmytro Ti- 
mashov and Ilya Mikheyev also 
scored for the Maple Leafs. 
Frederik Andersen stopped 27 
shots and Tyson Barrie had two 
assists. 

Matthews became the second 
player in franchise history to 
score at least 20 goals in each of 
his first four NHL seasons, join¬ 
ing Dave Keon, who did it in six 
straight from 1960-66. 

Golden Knights 3, Wild 2: 
Tomas Nosek scored his first goal 
in nearly a month, Marc-Andre 
Fleury made 24 saves and host 
Vegas beat Minnesota in regula¬ 
tion for the first time. 

Chandler Stephenson and Shea 
Theodore also scored for the 


Golden Knights, who were fac¬ 
ing the Wild for the seventh time 
since joining the league in 2017. It 
also marked the first time Vegas 
won three straight at home this 
season. 

Fleury got career win No. 453, 
one shy of Curtis Joseph for sixth 
all-time. 

Predators 8, Islanders 3: Nick 
Bonino had the tiebreaking goal 
late in the second period as visit¬ 
ing Nashville got seven consecu¬ 
tive scores to rally for its second 
win in two nights. 

Craig Smith had two goals and 
an assist, Filip Forsberg, Calle 
Jarnkrok, Roman Josi and Ryan 
Johansen each had a goal and an 
assist, and Rocco Grimaldi also 
scored to help the Predators win 
for the fourth time in six games. 
Pekka Rinne stopped 27 shots. 

Flyers 4, Ducks 1: Philadel¬ 
phia honored cancer-stricken 
teammate Oskar Lindblom and 
beat Anaheim behind goals by 
Claude Giroux, David Kase and 
Jake Voracek. 

The Flyers played their first 
home game since Lindblom was 
diagnosed with Ewing’s sarcoma, 
a cancerous tumor that grows in 
the bones or in the tissue around 
bones. The 23-year-old from 
Sweden, who is out for the season, 
stopped by the locker room dur¬ 
ing the morning skate and visited 
his teammates. 

Blue Jackets 5, Red Wings 3: 

Pierre-Luc Dubois scored early 
in the third period and Gustav 
Nyquist added an empty-netter 
in the closing seconds, helping 
visiting Columbus win its second 
straight. 

Cam Atkinson and Oliver 
Bjorkstrand had goals 1:04 apart 
to put the Blue Jackets ahead 
midway through the first, and 
Kevin Stenlund tied it 3-3 mid¬ 


way through the second with his 
first NHL goal. Joonas Korpisalo 
finished with 18 saves. 

Hurricanes 6, Jets 3: Sebas¬ 
tian Aho and Jordan Staal each 
scored twice, Andrei Svechnikov 
added his second lacrosse-style 
goal of the season, and visiting 
Carolina extended its point streak 
to 5-0-1. 

Lucas Wallmark also scored 
for the Hurricanes, Dougie Ham¬ 
ilton contributed three assists, 
and Nino Niederreiter added two. 
Petr Mrazek made 30 saves for 
Carolina, which is 3-0-1 during 
a five-game trip that ends Thurs¬ 
day in Colorado. 

Penguins 4, Flames 1: Evgeni 
Malkin scored his 400th goal as 
Pittsburgh won at Calgary. 

The Russian joined Mario 
Lemieux (690), Sidney Crosby 
(451) and Jaromir Jagr (439) as 
the only players in franchise his¬ 
tory to reach 400 goals. 

Malkin scored the Penguins’ 
first empty-net goal in the third 
period, and Kris Letang added 
another. 

Canadiens 3, Canucks 1: 

Tomas Tatar and Shea Weber 
scored power-play goals 1:34 
apart in the third period to lift 
Montreal to a win at Vancouver. 

Nick Cousins also scored to help 
the Canadiens win for the fourth 
time in five games. Max Domi 
and Joel Armia had two assists 
each and Carey Price stopped 38 
shots. 

Coyotes 3, Sharks 2: Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson scored the go- 
ahead goal late in the third period 
and Arizona won at San Jose. 

Ekman-Larson’s shot from the 
heart of the left circle went wide 
right of the goal but ricocheted 
off Sharks defenseman Brendan 
Dillon’s shin and in with 2:37 left 
in regulation. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Briefs 

Marlins sign Kemp to 
minor league contract 



Iowa football coach Hayden Fry is carried off the field after his team defeated Minnesota on Nov. 20 , 
1993, giving him his 200th career victory. Fry, the Texan who revived Iowa football and became a 
Hawkeye State institution, died Tuesday after a long battle with cancer. He was 90. 

Fry, who turned Iowa into a 
football power, dies at 90 


Associated Press 

MIAMI — Three-time All-Star 
outfielder Matt Kemp has agreed 
to terms on a minor league con¬ 
tract with the Miami Marlins and 
is expected to take part in spring 
training. 

Kemp batted .200 in 20 games 
for the Cincinnati Reds last year 
before breaking a rib on April 21. 
He then spent time in the Mets’ 
minor league system. 

Kemp, 35, is a career .285 hitter 
with 281 home runs in 14 seasons 
for four teams. He was runner-up 
for the NL MVP in 2011 and is a 
two-time Gold Glove winner. 

He’ll join an unsettled outfield 
as the Marlins continue to re¬ 
build and audition prospects next 
spring under owner Derek Jeter. 

New Mexico names 
ex-player as coach 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. —New 
Mexico has named former Lobos 
player and assistant coach Danny 
Gonzales as head football coach. 

UNM athletic director Eddie 
Nunez made the announcement 
Tuesday night. Contract terms 
weren’t immediately released. 

Gonzales was formally intro¬ 
duced as the Lobos’ 32nd foot¬ 
ball coach at a news conference 
Wednesday. 

The 43-year-old Gonzales has 
been Herm Edwards’ defensive 
coordinator for the past two sea¬ 
sons at Arizona State. He was 
promoted to assistant head coach 
before this season began. 

Gonzales replaces Bob Davie, 
who had a 35-64 record in eight 
seasons. 

Gonzales walked on at UNM 
and played for the Lobos as a 
punter and safety. 

Stern still in serious 
condition after surgery 

NEW YORK — Former NBA 
Commissioner David Stern re¬ 
mains in serious condition follow¬ 
ing emergency brain surgery last 
week. 

The league said Tuesday that 
Stern is surrounded by his loved 
ones and receiving great care. 
The NBA says both the league 
and Stern’s family appreciate the 
outpouring of support. 

The 77-year-old Stern suffered 
a brain hemorrhage Thursday 
while having lunch in New York. 

Stern spent 30 years as NBA 
commissioner and has remained 
affiliated with the league, hold¬ 
ing the title of commissioner 
emeritus. 

Former NHL player 
Kleinendorst dies 

DULUTH, Minn. — The fam¬ 
ily of former NHL player Scot 
Kleinendorst says he has died of 
injuries suffered in a workplace 
accident in northern Minnesota. 

Kleinendorst suffered severe 
brain trauma and numerous bro¬ 


ken bones at UPM Blandin paper 
plant in Grand Rapids on Dec. 
7. He was airlifted to a Duluth 
hospital. 

His daughter, Kelby Kleinen¬ 
dorst, wrote on a CaringBridge 
website that her father died Tues¬ 
day. He was 59. 

“Making the decision to let Scot 
pass was extremely hard, because 
of the unspeakable grief and un- 
fillable void we now have to en¬ 
dure,” the family said. “However, 
making this decision was easy 
when it came to what Scot would 
ask us to do for him if he could.” 

The accident remains under 
investigation. 

Lions: We’re sticking 
with GM, coach 

DETROIT — The Detroit Lions 
are sticking with their leaders in 
the front office and on the field, 
hoping continuity helps the fran¬ 
chise have success that has been 
elusive for several decades. 

The Lions announced Tuesday 
that general manager Bob Quinn 
and coach Matt Patricia will be 
retained for the 2020 season and 
suddenly ended speculation about 
their plans with them. 

“I’m always appreciative when 
things like this come out,” Patri¬ 
cia said. 

In other NFL news: 

■ The Tennessee Titans have 
made yet another move at kicker, 
placing veteran Ryan Succop 
back on injured reserve and sign¬ 
ing Greg Joseph off Carolina’s 
practice squad. 

The Titans announced the 
moves Wednesday, a day after 
waiving kicker Ryan Santoso 
after he struggled on kickoffs. 

Joseph now will be the fifth 
different kicker the Titans (8-6) 
have had on the roster this sea¬ 
son, and Tennessee ranks last in 
the NFL in field-goal percentage 
at 44 percent. The Titans’ kicking 
issues have cost them in at least 
two games this season as they 
chase a playoff berth. 

MacDonald jumps from 
Bellator to PFL 

Rory MacDonald, the former 
Bellator welterweight champion, 
signed a multiyear deal with Pro¬ 
fessional Fighters League and 
will debut with the company in 
2020. 

The 30-year-old MacDonald 
spent six years with UFC — beat¬ 
ing Nate Diaz, B.J. Penn and 
Tyron Woodley along the way — 
and spent the last 2 y 2 years with 
Bellator. MacDonald (21-6-1) beat 
Douglas Lima to win the welter¬ 
weight title in January 2018 and 
lost the rematch in his final fight 
for the company in October. 

He became a free agent and 
was courted by PFL, the MMA 
company that has a regular-sea¬ 
son format and a championship 
night that awards a $1 million 
prize to the winner in each weight 
class. 


By Ralph D. Russo 
Associated Press 

Hayden Fry, the Texan who re¬ 
vived Iowa football and became 
a Hawkeye State institution over 
two decades as a Big Ten coach, 
has died. He was 90. 

Fry’s family announced 
through the University of Iowa 
that the former coach died Tues¬ 
day with his family at his side 
after a long battle with cancer. He 
had been living in the Dallas area 
with his wife, Shirley. 

“We are proud to know that 
our father’s life had a positive 
influence on so many people, the 
players, the coaches, and the fans 
who played for, worked with, and 
supported his long and success¬ 
ful coaching career,” the family 
said in a statement. “His legend 
will live forever with the people 
he touched and inspired, and 
the programs he led to greater 
heights.” 

Fry, a native of Eastland, 
Texas, had never been to Iowa 
before taking over the Hawkeyes 
in 1979, hired by then-athletic di¬ 
rector Bump Elliott, the former 
Michigan star who died earlier 
this month. 

The Hawkeyes had slogged 
through 17 consecutive years 
without a winning season when 
Fry arrived. 

He had the uniforms rede¬ 
signed to make them look more 
like the black-and-gold ones worn 
by the Pittsburgh Steelers, the 
NFL’s dominant team at the time. 
The familiar Tigerhawk logo was 
unveiled during Fry’s tenure. 
He had the visitors’ locker room 
painted pink. Fry coached the 
Hawkeyes for 20 seasons, win¬ 
ning 238 games and three Big 
Ten championships. 


By the numbers 


238 

Wins by former Iowa coach 
Hayden Fry in 20 seasons. 

3 

Big Ten championships for 
Iowa under Fry. 

13 

Players and assistants 
under Fry who became 
college football head 
coaches. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

“Though Hayden was born 
in Texas and moved there more 
recently to be closer to our fam¬ 
ily, his love for the University of 
Iowa, his players and coaches, the 
people of Iowa, and the state of 
Iowa, is well known,” the family 
said. “Hayden often shared, T’ll 
Always Be a Hawkeye.’” 

Fry’s greatest season at Iowa 
was 1985, when the Hawkeyes 
were No. 1 in the AP rankings 
for five weeks and had Heisman 
Trophy runner-up Chuck Long at 
quarterback. Iowa finished 10-2 


as Big Ten champion and ranked 
10th in the country. 

Fry started his coaching career 
at Odessa (Texas) High School in 
the 1950s, not long after playing 
quarterback at Baylor. His first 
college head coaching job was at 
SMU in 1962, and he was instru¬ 
mental in desegregating the team 
and the Southwest Conference as 
both coach and athletic director. 
In 1965, Jerry LeVias became the 
first black football player to sign 
a scholarship with a team in the 
Southwest Conference. 

“Coach Fry caught a lot of hell 
for doing what he did,” LeVias 
said in a statement. “After he left 
SMU, he went to North Texas, and 
he couldn’t get a break in Texas 
— sometimes coaching and hav¬ 
ing to go to good bowl games. All 
of a sudden, Iowa calls. When one 
door closes, the Good Lord has 
plans.” 

Fry went 49-66-1 in 11 seasons 
with the Mustangs and then did 
a six-year stint at North Texas, 
where he went 40-23-3. 

At Iowa, Fry not only produced 
winning teams, but also a long 
line of successful head coaches 
who worked and played for him. 

Bill Snyder (Kansas State), 
Barry Alvarez (Wisconsin), Bob 
Stoops (Oklahoma), Bret Bielema 
(Wisconsin and Arkansas) and 
Kirk Ferentz (Maine and Iowa) 
were among the 13 Fry assistants 
and players who became college 
head coaches. 

“His Hall of Fame career is 
well known, but personally, he 
will always be the man who took 
a chance on me at the start of my 
coaching career,” Ferentz said. “I 
was proud to coach with him and 
honored to succeed him when he 
retired.” 
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NFL 


Ravens tie record, get 
12 Pro Bowl selections 


Associated Press 

Twelve Baltimore Ravens, 
including second-year quarter¬ 
back Lamar Jackson, and seven 
New Orleans Saints, highlighted 
by league-leading receiver Mi¬ 
chael Thomas, have made the Pro 
Bowl. 

Baltimore tied the record for 
Pro Bowl players set by Miami in 
1973. The NFL released the ros¬ 
ters Tuesday night for the game 
in Orlando, Fla., on Jan. 26. 

Joining Jackson from the Ra¬ 
vens, who at 12-2 have the league’s 
best record, are tight end Mark 
Andrews, long snapper Morgan 
Cox, cornerbacks Marcus Peters 
and Marlon Humphrey, running 
back Mark Ingram, linebacker 
Matthew Judon, fullback Patrick 
Ricard, tackle Ronnie Stanley, 
safety Earl Thomas, kicker Jus¬ 
tin Tucker and guard Marshal 
Yanda. 

“This honor is all about my 
teammates and our coaches, be¬ 
cause without them, the success 
we’ve had as a team wouldn’t 
be possible,” Jackson said. “I’m 
also grateful for all the fans who 
continue to support us and who 
have helped make this season 
so special. Ultimately, it’s about 
winning, and we still have a lot of 
work to do before we accomplish 
our biggest goals.” 

Thirty teams had at least one 
player selected and 24 clubs had 
multiple players chosen. The New 
York Giants and Miami Dolphins 
failed to get any Pro Bowlers. 
Players on the two Super Bowl 
teams will withdraw from the 
Pro Bowl and be replaced. 

Twenty-five of the players se¬ 
lected made it for the first time, 
including three rookies: San 
Francisco defensive end Nick 
Bosa, Kansas City return special¬ 
ist Mecole Hardman and New 
Orleans return specialist Deonte 
Harris. 

The Pro Bowl coaching staffs 
will be from the losing teams in 
the AFC and NFC divisional play¬ 
offs with the best regular-season 
records. 

Other AFC quarterbacks are 
Patrick Mahomes of Kansas City 
and Deshaun Watson of Houston. 
The NFC QBs are Drew Brees of 
New Orleans, Aaron Rodgers of 
Green Bay and Russell Wilson of 
Seattle. 

Perhaps the most star-studded 
spot on offense is tight end with 
San Francisco’s George Kittle, 
Philadelphia’s Zach Ertz, Kansas 
City’s Travis Kelce and Balti¬ 
more’s Andrews. 

Defensive standouts include 
Buffalo’s Tre’Davious White, who 
is tied for the league lead with 
New England’s Stephen Gilmore 
with six interceptions. They are 
the top AFC cornerbacks. 

NFL sacks leader Shaquil Bar¬ 
rett of Tampa Bay is on the NFC 
squad, along with perennial Pro 
Bowlers Aaron Donald of the 
Rams and Richard Sherman of 



Nick Wass/AP 


Quarterback Lamar Jackson was one of 12 Baltimore players 
selected for the Pro Bowl, tying the record set by Miami in 1973. 

Rosters 


AFC 

OFFENSE 

Quarterbacks: Lamar Jackson, Bal¬ 
timore: Patrick Mahomes, Kansas City; 
Deshaun Watson, Houston. 

Tight ends: Mark Andrews, Baltimore; 
Travis Kelce, Kansas City. 

Wide receivers: Keenan Allen, L.A. 
Chargers: Tyreek Hill, Kansas City; De- 
Andre Hopkins, Houston; Jarvis Landry, 
Cleveland. 

Tackles: Trent Brown, Oakland; Ron¬ 
nie Stanley, Baltimore; Laremy Tunsil, 
Houston. 

Guards: David DeCastro, Pittsburgh; 
Marshal Yanda, Baltimore; Quenton Nel¬ 
son, Indianapolis. 

Centers: Rodney Hudson, Oakland; 
Maurkice Pouncey, Pittsburgh. 

Running backs: Nick Chubb, Cleve¬ 
land: Derrick Henry, Tennessee; Mark 
Ingram, Baltimore. 

Fullback: Patrick Ricard, Baltimore. 
DEFENSE 

Defensive ends: Joey Bosa, L.A. Char¬ 
gers; Calais Campbell, Jacksonville; 
Frank Clark, Kansas City. 

Interior linemen: Geno Atkins, Cin¬ 
cinnati; Cameron Heyward, Pittsburgh; 
Chris Jones, Kansas City. 

Outside linebackers: Matthew Judon, 
Baltimore: Von Miller, Denver; T.J. Watt, 
Pittsburgh. 

Inside/Middle linebackers: Dont’a 
Hightower, New England; Darius Leon¬ 
ard, Indianapolis. 

Cornerbacks: Stephon Gilmore, New 
England; Marlon Humphrey, Baltimore; 
Marcus Peters, Baltimore; Tre’Davious 
White, Buffalo. 

Free safeties: Minkah Fitzpatrick, 
Pittsburgh: Earl Thomas, Baltimore. 
Strong safety: Jamal Adams, N.Y. Jets 

SPECiALiSTS 

Punter: Brett Kern, Tennessee 
Placekicker: Justin Tucker, Baltimore. 
Long snapper: Morgan Cox, Baltl- 

Return specialist: Mecole Hardman, 
Kansas City. 

Special teamer: Matthew Slater, New 
England. 


NFC 

OFFENSE 

Quarterbacks: Drew Brees, New Or¬ 
leans; Aaron Rodgers, Green Bay; Russell 
Wilson, Seattle. 

Tight ends: Zach Ertz, Philadelphia; 
George Kittle, San Francisco. 

Wide receivers: Mike Evans, Tampa 
Bay; Chris Godwin, Tampa Bay; Julio 
Jones, Atlanta; Michael Thomas, New 
Orleans. 

Tackles: Terron Armstead, New 
Orleans; Tyron Smith, Dallas; David 
Bakhtiari, Green Bay. 

Guards: Brandon Brooks, Philadelphia; 
Zack Martin, Dallas; Brandon Scherff, 
Washington. 

Centers: Travis Frederick, Dallas; Ja¬ 
son Kelce, Philadelphia. 

Running backs: Dalvin Cook, Minne¬ 
sota: Ezekiel Elliott, Dallas; Christian Mc¬ 
Caffrey, Carolina. 

Fullback: Kyle Juszczyk, San Fran- 

DEFENSE 

Defensive ends: Cameron Jordan, New 
Orleans; Danielle Hunter, Minnesota; 
Nick Bosa, San Francisco. 

interior linemen: Fletcher Cox, Phila¬ 
delphia; Aaron Donald, L.A. Rams; Grady 
Jarrett, Atlanta. 

Outside linebackers: Shaquil Barrett, 
Tampa Bay; Khalil Mack, Chicago; Chan¬ 
dler Jones, Arizona. 

inside/Middle linebackers: Luke Kue- 
chly, Carolina; Bobby Wagner, Seattle. 

Cornerbacks: Marshon Lattimore, 
New Orleans; Jalen Ramsey, L.A. Rams; 
Richard Sherman, San Francisco. 

Free safeties: Budda Baker, Arizona; 
Eddie Jackson, Chicago. 

Strong safety: Harrison Smith, Min- 

SPECiALiSTS 

Punter: Tress Way, Washington. 

Placekicker: Wil Lutz, New Orleans. 

Long snapper: Rick Lovato, Philadel- 

Return specialist: Deonte Harris, New 
Orleans. 

Special teamer: Cordarrelle Patter¬ 
son, Chicago. 


the 49ers. 

“To make the Pro Bowl, it’s a 
dream come true,” Barrett said. 
“That’s the best way I can sum 
it up. I dreamed of this growing 
up. It’s a huge honor and I can 
only hope that I’ll have more to 
follow.” 

Two Other Buccaneers, wide 
receivers Mike Evans and Chris 
Godwin, were chosen. 

“This is a special moment. 


and while I’ve worked hard to 
get to where I am in my career, 
I wouldn’t have been able to do 
this without my teammates and 
coaches,” Godwin said. “I’ve had 
the chance to play alongside some 
of the best in the NFL, including 
Mike Evans, and sharing the 
honor with Mike makes it even 
better. 

“I’m extremely grateful for this 
opportunity.” 


Weekly statistics 


AFC individual leaders 


Rivers, LAC 
Watson, Hou 
Mahomes, KC 
Brady, NE 
Carr, Oak 
Mayfield, Cle 
Dalton, Cin 
Jackson, Bal 
Allen, Buf 
Minshew, Jac 

Chubb, Cle 
Henry, Ten 
Jacobs, Oak 
Jackson, Bal 
Fournette, Jac 
Hyde, Hou 
Ingram, Bal 
Mixon, Cin 
Mack, Ind 
Lindsay, Den 


Hopkins, Hou 
Kelce, KC 
Allen, LAC 
Edelman, NE 
Sutton, Den 
Landry, Cle 
Brown, Buf 
Waller, Oak 
Chark, Jac 
D.Parker, Mia 


Kern, Ten 
Long, LAC 
Cooke, Jac 
Koch, Bal 
Edwards, NYJ 
Gillan, Cle 
Berry, Pit 
Anger, Hou 
Cole, Oak 
Bailey, NE 


Berrios, NYJ 
Carter, Hou 
Olszewski, NE 
Spencer, Den 
Roberts, Buf 
D.Thomas, Bal 
Westbrook, Jac 
Erickson, Cin 
King, LAC 


Wilson, Cin 
Roberts, Buf 
Grant, Mia 
Hardman, KC 
T.Davis, Mia 
Carter, Hou 


Henry, Ten 
Ingram, Bal 
Ekeler, LAC 
Allen, Buf 
Andrews, Bal 
Chark, Jac 
Chubb, Cle 
D.Parker, Mia 
Watson, Hou 


Butker, KC 
Tucker, Bal 
Boswell, Pit 
Lambo, Jac 
Seibert, Cle 
McManus, Den 
Bullock, Cin 
Fairbairn, Hou 
Hauschka, Buf 
Sanders, Mia 


Week 15 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

506 332 4055 21 18 
463 314 3668 26 11 

426 280 3606 23 4 

551 331 3565 21 7 

437 306 3372 19 8 

474 285 3356 17 17 
444 265 2908 11 13 
370 245 2889 33 6 

430 255 2876 18 9 

400 245 2795 17 5 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

270 1408 5.2 88t 8 

271 1329 4.9 74t 13 

242 1150 4.8 51 7 

159 1103 6.9 47t 7 

250 1081 4.3 81 3 

224 1030 4.6 58 5 

194 963 5.0 53 10 

231 925 4.0 30 3 

216 919 4.3 63t 5 

187 849 4.5 40 6 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

99 1142 11.5 43t 7 

86 1131 13.2 47 4 

90 1046 11.6 45 5 

92 1019 11.1 44 6 

63 1019 16.2 70t 6 

74 1018 13.8 65 5 

71 1007 14.2 40t 5 

80 1001 12.5 48 3 

67 956 14.3 69 8 

59 954 16.2 50 8 

Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 

67 3184 70 47.5 
39 1837 60 47.1 

68 3135 66 46.1 
35 1613 62 46.1 
76 3502 63 46.1 
54 2486 71 46.0 
62 2845 69 45.9 
35 1605 71 45.9 
59 2698 60 45.7 
75 3367 65 44.9 

Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

19 211 11.1 26 0 

19 179 9.4 23 0 

20 179 8.9 22 0 

23 182 7.9 42 0 

27 206 7.6 22 0 

22 139 6.3 20 0 

21 120 5.7 43 0 

20 113 5.7 15 0 

18 97 5.4 68t 1 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

20 625 31.3 92t 1 

23 607 26.4 66 0 

23 578 25.1 lOlt 1 

23 530 23.0 34 0 

21 466 22.2 52 0 

14 308 22.0 31 0 

Scoring 

Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 


15 


0 90 


14 10 4 0 84 


8 0 8 0 48 
8 7 10 4 

icking 

PAT FG LG Pts 

39-41 31-35 54 132 
51-53 23-24 51 120 
26-26 27-29 51 107 
16-17 28-29 53 100 
28-31 23-27 53 97 
21-22 24-28 53 93 

20- 20 23-27 48 89 
36-41 17-22 54 87 
28-30 19-25 51 85 

21- 22 20-26 54 81 


AFC team statistics 


Baltimore 

Kansas City 

Houston 

L.A. Chargers 

Oakland 

Tennessee 

Cleveland 

New England 

Jacksonville 

Buffalo 

Indianapolis 

Cincinnati 

Denver 

Miami 

Pittsburgh 

N.Y. Jets 


Week 15 

AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush i 


409.7 202.1 
384.4 92.9 291.4 


375.9 130.9 

373.5 94.7 

355.4 121.2 

352.9 130.6 
350.1 126.4 

349.9 101.8 

344.8 109.0 

341.9 134.9 

331.4 127.' 
312.7 91.4 

299.4 103.0 

290.6 71.2 


245.0 

278.8 

234.2 

222.3 
223.6 

248.1 

235.8 

201.2 
204.2 


_ _ _ 219.4 

.7 91.5 194.2 
' -196.6 


274.1 77.6 1 


New England 

Buffalo 

Pittsburgh 

L.A. Chargers 

Baltimore 

N.Y. Jets 

Denver 

Indianapolis 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 

Tennessee 

Oakland 

Jacksonville 

Houston 

Cincinnati 

Miami 


268.4 98.1 
291.9 101.4 

307.4 103.2 

307.6 110.3 

314.3 96.1 

328.6 88.8 

337.4 113.6 

350.7 100.9 

353.1 135.2 

356.7 131.6 

362.4 104.4 

368.2 105.8 

372.4 140.1 

379.4 113.3 

391.7 158.0 

398.7 140.9 


170.3 
190.5 

204.1 

197.4 

218.1 

239.9 

223.9 

249.8 

217.9 
225.1 


232.3 

266.1 

233.7 

257.9 


NFC individuai ieaders 


Winston, TB 
Prescott, Dal 
Goff, LAR 
Ryan, Atl 
Wilson, Sea 
Cousins, Min 
Rodgers, GB 
Garoppolo, SF 
Wentz, Phi 
K.Murray, Ari 


McCaffrey, Car 
Carson, Sea 
Elliott, Dal 
Cook, Min 
Jones, GB 
Peterson, Was 
Gurley, LAR 
Barkley, NYG 
Montgomery, Chi 206 719 

Sanders, Phi 150 687 


Week 15 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

554 342 4573 30 24 

519 340 4334 26 11 

535 338 3996 17 15 

520 346 3769 24 12 

445 300 3708 28 5 

413 291 3481 25 5 

474 300 3463 24 2 

427 295 3445 26 11 

527 334 3431 25 7 

482 312 3279 17 10 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

265 1307 4.9 84t 1' 

270 1190 4.4 59 

270 1188 
250 1135 
188 830 
183 784 

188 741 

178 722 


4.4 31 ] 

4.5 75t 13 

4.4 42 14 
4.3 29 4 

3.9 25 10 


Thomas, NO 
Godwin, TB 
Moore, Car 
Evans, TB 
J.Jones, Atl 
Cooper, Dal 
Diggs, Min 
Golladay, Det 
Kupp, LAR 
Robinson, Chi 


82 1150 14.0 54t 6 

71 1073 15.1 53t 8 

60 1073 17.9 66 5 

56 1052 18.8 75t 10 

83 1031 12.4 66 8 

3 1023 12.3 49 7 


No Yds Lg Avg 

70 3456 79 49.4 
56 2706 71 48.3 
52 2505 64 48.2 
60 2826 61 47.1 
60 2786 62 46.4 
47 2156 64 45.9 
65 2946 58 45.3 
64 2878 63 45.0 
45 2020 65 44.9 
64 2867 62 44.8 
Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

30 298 9.9 53t 1 

31 284 9.2 71 0 

31 258 8.3 32 0 

30 244 8.1 78t 1 

Natson, LAR 19 149 7.8 35 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

27 799 29.6 102t 1 

30 774 25.8 91t 1 

20 494 24.7 51 0 

19 445 23.4 50 0 

18 403 22.4 39 0 

18 347 19.3 27 0 

Scoring 
Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 
0 108 


Way, Was 
Hekker, LAR 

Johnston, Phi 
Dixon, NYG 
Morstead, NO 
Palardy, Car 
Dickson, Sea 
Wishnowsky, SF 
Martin, Det 


Harris, NO 
Cohen, Chi 
James, SF 
Barner, Atl 


Patterson, Chi 
S.Sims, Was 
Harris, NO 
Latimer, NYG 
Cooper, Ari 
James, SF 


McCaffrey, Car 
Jones, GB 
Cook, Min 
Elliott, Dal 
Gurley, LAR 
Golladay, Det 
Carson, Sea 
Godwin, TB 
M.Jones, Det 


17 14 

13 13 


0 102 
0 78 


Lutz, NO 
Gay, TB 
Gonzalez, Ari 
Bailey, Min 
Prater, Det 
Zuerlein, LAR 
Myers, Sea 
Maher, Dal 
Slye, Car 
Gould, SF 


12 10 2 0 72 

10 0 10 0 60 

9 7 2 0 54 

9 0 9 0 54 

9 0 9 0 54 

Kicking 

PAT FG LG Pts 

33- 34 29-33 58 120 
39-44 25-29 58 114 
28-29 28-31 54 112 
38-42 22-24 50 104 
31-32 23-28 55 100 

34- 34 22-29 58 100 
36-40 21-26 54 99 
36-36 20-30 63 96 
30-34 22-29 55 96 

35- 36 19-27 47 92 


NFC team statistics 


Dallas 
Tampa Bay 
Seattle 
San Francisco 
New Orleans 
Minnesota 
Atlanta 
L Rams 
Detroit 
Philadelphia 
Carolina 
Green Bay 
Arizona 
N.Y. Giants 
Chicago 
Washington 


Week 15 

AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 


434.0 134.0 

400.1 91.4 

387.1 141.7 

383.2 147.0 

373.3 108.6 

372.6 135.9 

370.3 81.4 

369.9 93.9 

360.9 98.7 

352.9 121.4 

346.7 120.8 
336.6 106.5 
333.0 119.0 
319.1 96.9 


San Francisco 

Chicago 

New Orleans 

Philadelphia 

L.A. Rams 

Minnesota 

Tampa Bay 

Atlanta 

Washington 

Green Bay 

N.Y. Giants 

Carolina 

Seattle 

Detroit 

Arizona 


Yards Rush 

269.0 114.6 
323.6 103.6 
324.0 96.6 

328.8 90.8 

329.2 90.4 

336.2 115.6 

338.9 99.0 


350.1 
362.6 

363.8 

371.3 

376.9 

377.8 

378.3 

401.9 

413.1 


136.4 

120.9 

115.1 

140.2 

107.3 
113.2 
122.7 


300.0 

308.8 

245.4 
236.2 
264.6 

236.8 

288.9 

276.1 

262.2 

231.5 

225.9 

230.1 
214.0 

222.1 
212.8 
168.4 


154.4 
220.0 

227.4 
238.0 

238.8 
220.6 

239.9 
276.8 

253.7 

227.4 

250.4 

261.8 

237.6 
271.0 

288.6 

290.4 
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Milwaukee adds 
Garcia to lineup 

Free-agent OF signs with Brewers 


By Keith Jenkins 

Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Now that the 
Milwaukee Brewers have added 
Avisail Garcia to their talented 
outfield, Ryan Braun could see 
more time at first base. 

Garcia’s $20 million, two-year 
contract was finalized Tuesday, a 
deal that includes a 2022 club op¬ 
tion and could be worth $30 mil¬ 
lion over three years. 

Braun, who turned 36 last 
month, is Milwaukee’s primary 
left fielder. The 2011 NL MVP 
played 18 games at first in 2018 
but none this year. 

“Ryan’s going to see some time 
at first base,” general manager 
David Stearns said. “He’s open to 
it. He understands it. We certainly 
believe he can play over there at a 
good level, so that will be part of 
the rotation in 2020 but that will 
not be his exclusive position.” 

Milwaukee also signed corner 
infielder Ryon Healy to a one-year 
deal Tuesday. He could also be an 
option at first base. The 27-year- 
old Healy batted .237 with seven 
homers in 47 games last season 
with the Seattle Mariners. 


Garcia gets a $500,000 signing 
bonus and salaries of $7 million 
next year and $10.5 million in 
2021. The Brewers have a $12 mil¬ 
lion option for 2020 with a $2 mil¬ 
lion buyout, and the option would 
become mutual if Garcia has 
550 plate appearances in 2021 or 
1,050 in 2020 and ’21 combined. 
If the option becomes mutual, 
Garcia would get a buyout if he 
declines it, the amount depend¬ 
ing on plate appearances in 2020 
and ’21 combined: $500,000 for 
601-800, $750,000 for 801-900, $1 
million for 901-1,050, $1.5 million 
for 1,051-1,250 and $2 million for 
more than 1,250. 

Garcia batted .282 with a ca¬ 
reer-high 20 home runs and 72 
RBIs for the Tampa Bay Rays 
last season, spending most of 
his time in right field. He joins a 
crowded Milwaukee outfield that 
includes 2018 NL MVP Christian 
Yelich, Braun and two-time All- 
Star Lorenzo Cain. 

“Sometimes, I’m going to play 
center. Most of the time. I’m going 
to play left field. I’m OK with it,” 
Garcia said. 

The 28-year-old Garcia played 
in 125 games with the Rays last 



Scott Audette/AP 


The Rays' Avisail Garcia reacts after hitting a home run against the Blue Jays during the seventh inning 
on Sept. 8 in St. Petersburg, Fla. Garcia signed a $20 million, two-year deal with the Brewers. The deal 
that includes a 2022 club option and could be worth $30 million over three years. 


season. In five seasons with the 
White Sox, Garcia hit .271 with 74 
home runs and 289 RBIs, includ¬ 
ing posting career highs in bat¬ 
ting average (.330) and RBIs (80) 
in 2017, when he was an All-Star. 

Garcia was limited by knee and 
hamstring injuries during his 
final season in Chicago in 2018. 
Garcia helped the Rays reach the 
AL Division Series last season for 
the first time since 2013. 

“The trainers in Tampa did a 
great job with me,” Garcia said. 
“When you’re healthy, you can do 


a lot of things. I think that’s the 
case with me. I got to play every 
single game. I got surgery on my 
knee in 2018, now I go to Tampa 
and stay healthy, and I put up 
good numbers.” 

Garcia, a native of Anaco, Ven¬ 
ezuela, is from the same town as 
Brewers shortstop Orlando Arcia 
and played Little League ball 
with Orlando’s brother, Oswaldo. 
Garcia is also friends with Brew¬ 
ers catcher Manny Pina. 

“I think it’s a great place to play 
baseball,” Garcia said of Milwau¬ 


kee. “They are ready to compete, 
so that’s what I liked. I like to win. 
That’s the right team to go to.” 

Garcia has a career average of 
.273 with 96 home runs and 374 
RBIs since beginning his mgjor 
league career with the Detroit Ti¬ 
gers in 2012. 

Milwaukee also announced it 
has signed infielder Jace Peter¬ 
son to a minor league contract 
with an invite to m^or league 
spring training. Peterson batted 
.220 with two homers in 29 games 
with Baltimore last season. 


Club: Boras has been the agent for 23 contracts of $100 million 



John Raoux/AP 


Nearly 30 years after negotiating his first contract. Boras worked 
out $814 million in deals for Stephen Strasburg, Gerrit Cole and 
Anthony Rendon in a three-day span at the winter meetings. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

prospects ahead of the amateur 
draft and is criticized by competi¬ 
tors for trying to steal their clients 
as they approach free agency. 

His news conferences are focal 
points at the November general 
managers gathering and Decem¬ 
ber winter meetings, filled with 
big-picture suggestions such as 
a neutral site World Series and 
over-the-top metaphors such as 
dividing teams into categories of 
supermarket shoppers and bird 
species, determined by wealth 
and aggressiveness. This year 
he unveiled a backdrop with his 
company logo, a B over a baseball 
field. 

What stands out most is his cli¬ 
ent list, the envy of many other 
agents. He says he has rejected 
overtures to represent athletes in 
other sports. 

“He knows the market. He’s got 
relationships, and he’s got really 
talented players,” Nationals gen¬ 
eral manager Mike Rizzo said. “I 
think the talent level dictates the 
deals that are made.” 

Boras has been the agent for 23 
contracts of $100 million or more, 
including eight of baseball’s 19 
deals worth at least $200 million 
and two of the five guaranteeing 
at least $300 million. Before the 
three deals last week, he negoti¬ 
ated outfielder Bryce Harper’s 
$330 million, 13-year deal with 


Philadelphia last February and 
topped $200 million for Alex Ro¬ 
driguez (twice). Prince Fielder 
and Max Scherzer. 

Scott Boras Corp.’s overhead 
includes 137 full-time employees, 
training centers in Florida and 
California, and staff in Canada, 
the Dominican Republic, Japan, 
Mexico, Puerto Rico, South 
Korea, Taiwan and Venezuela. 
Among the departments are 35 
researchers, 12 people in market¬ 
ing, four other lawyers and two 


psychologists. Boras says his de¬ 
velopment and scouting division 
has 40 people across amateur 
leagues, the minors and majors. 

As of Aug. 31, Boras represent¬ 
ed 71 players on active rosters 
and injured lists, according to re¬ 
search by Mgjor League Baseball. 
Just behind with 69 was Excel 
Sports Group, whose baseball di¬ 
vision is headed by Casey Close, 
a former Big Ten Triple Crown 
winner at Michigan who is mar¬ 
ried to 1989 Miss America and 


former Fox News host Gretchen 
Carlson. While Excel’s players to¬ 
taled a FanGraphs WAR of about 
92 last season. Boras’ clients 
added to approximately 127. 

Boras says his pitch simplifies 
to: “You are the best. You deserve 
the best. And you have a value.” 

He is credited with inventing 
the first significant opt out, which 
let Rodriguez terminate his $252 
million, 10-year deal after an 
MVP season in 2007. That al¬ 
lowed him to negotiate a $275 
million, 10-year agreement. He’s 
represented 123 first-round draft 
picks, including 12 who were first 
overall. 

Some say other agents have 
agreed to under-market deals 
for clients before they reach free 
agency, fearing Boras will poach 
them as the chance for a bigger 
payday approaches. 

“There’s no question when you 
look at some of the deals, they’re 
almost unexplainable,” he said. 

Boras returns calls while run¬ 
ning on a treadmill or shaving, 
and the slick blazer of his early 
career has been replaced mostly 
by a sweat jacket with a company 
logo. A workaholic, he had pros¬ 
tate surgery about nine years ago 
and a heart valve replaced ap¬ 
proximately five years ago. He 
says he was back at work within 
five days. Foreign travel isn’t 
much fun — impossible during 


the offseason and unsatisfying 
during the season. 

“I went to Paris and I was sup¬ 
posed to stay 10 days,” he said. 
“I couldn’t because I couldn’t 
sleep. Every night at 3 o’clock in 
the morning. I’m turning on the 
games and I’m watching.” 

He has 18 employees who have 
been with him for roughly two 
decades, a group that includes 
Fischlin, Mike Fiore, Jeff Mus- 
selman, Scott Chiamparino and 
Bob Brower. Daughter Natalie, 
31, and son Shane, 30, both work 
for the company after getting 
MBAs from Southern California. 
She manages social media, and 
he is in finance and corporate 
management. Son Trent, 26, is a 
student at Loyola Law School in 
California. 

“We have a corporate board 
and the cocoon of ownership will 
remain intact and the operation 
of the business will be the same,” 
Boras said. “And the people in¬ 
volved in it will be the same. And 
I anticipate that 30 years down the 
road, whatever, that this company 
is going to be better. The reason is 
the people are going to have more 
experience, be better trained. 
There’s a whole bunch of talented 
minds in this company that are 
much smarter and brighter than 
I am.” 

AP baseball writer Janie McCauiey 
contributed to this report. 
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Baseball agent Boras creates flurry of big contracts 


By Ronald Blum 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK 

S cott Boras showed up at the winter 
meetings with his own press confer¬ 
ence backdrop. How appropriate, 
given his banner offseason. 

Beloved by his high-profile clients, 
courted by powerful owners and a polarizing 
figure for fans, baseball’s most famous agent 
negotiated $814 million of contracts in a little 
over three days last week. 

All told, he projects his deals will top $1.2 
billion and lift his career agreements past $9 
billion. 

In an industry where agent commissions 
typically are 3 to 5%, that adds up. Not bad for 
a former Cardinals and Cubs infielder who 
never made it above Double-A. 

“The greatest joy certainly in my life is 
when you get to make the phone calls I got to 
make last week,” Boras said. “You’ve gone on 
a journey with them that may have taken 10,11 
years for them to reach this point in their lives 
where they’re getting their ultimate reward of 
what they hoped for when they came into the 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Pitcher Stephen Strasburg, center, smiles during a news conference 
announcing his $245 million, seven-year deal with the Washington Nationals. 
Strasburg is flanked by Nationals General Manager Mike Rizzo, left, and Boras. 


game. It provides them the opportunity to win, 
it provides them security for them and their 
families, it properly places them among their 
peers. It’s a very rewarding and prideful mo¬ 
ment that often is very emotional.” 

He opened the winter meetings by strik¬ 
ing a $245 million, seven-year deal between 
World Series MVP Stephen Strasburg and the 
Washington Nationals. That record contract 
for pitchers lasted just one day, shattered when 
Boras got Gerrit Cole a $324 million, nine-year 
agreement with the New York Yankees. Boras 
finished the meetings by landing third base- 
man Anthony Rendon a $245 million, seven- 
year contract with the Los Angeles Angels. 

If fans know the name of one agent, it’s the 
67-year-old Boras. His impact has been far 
greater than his .293 batting average with 
four home runs over four minor league sea¬ 
sons — he spent time as a double-play partner 
with future All-Star Garry Templeton and Ken 
Oberkfell. 

He loves the limelight, seen in his front- 
row seats at Dodger Stadium and Angel Sta¬ 
dium. He works to represent many of the top 
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